URBAN CLUTTER:
SIGNAGES VS HOARDING

Vikas Dilawari

The decision of BMC (Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation) certainly needs
to be complemented. It is one of the
very bold steps to improve the
aesthetics of the city. This was really
long due. If implemented the island city
would really benefit from visual clutter
and there is no doubt about it. But is it
that enough is the vital question!!

I have my reservation whether it's a
complete victory to the conservationist
fraternity of which I am a member.

As the hoardings are gone but signage
on building are equivalent or larger than
the hoardings are still on historic
buildings (see attached snaps). Many of
them like the hoardings are back lit,
wrapped around completely as in case of
Standard Charter Bank on 90 MG Road
or Citibank on junction of DN Road and
PM Road. These signage occupy same or
more area than hoardings and have
metal supports drilled in the historic
fabric covering very interesting details.

I am sure a true conservationist will
agree, like incase of hoardings that there
is no point conserving the facade of a
historic building, if monstrous wrap
around back lit signage keeps defiling it

anyway.
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It is really sad to see that how they have come up in first place, have they got the NOC of
the MHCC, is what needs to be probed as they are a visual clutter a buzz word used
matters the most here.

Taking example of DN Road in a true sense, it is one of the most significant spines and
is listed as grade II A buildings, and the pink booklet of Heritage listing rightfully
describes the Scope for chances of grade II buildings as : “Internal changes and adaptive
reuse will be generally allowed, but external changes will be subjected to scrutiny. Care
would be taken to ensure the conservation of all specials aspects for which it is included
in heritage grade II. And this is totally contradictory when it comes to signage.

The most unfortunate part is that many of these signage are of Banks which are housed
in historic buildings for decades and they are a landmark in itself. Many of these
institutions have had their building, so called restored but have ruined the character of
the entire area with these large wrapped or small signage filling each and very arch
opening available, and, this really makes
one wonder that these international
Banks, who can really make a difference
by setting good standards, are they
seriously concerned about heritage, as
they do, in Europe in historic areas, or is
it sheer commercialization and as rightly
= said by R A Rajeev - AMC “don't Ad
Owners need to get responsible”. I guess
same stand true for signage owners too.

The citi bank hoarding on DN Road
which came up about 8-10 vears ago -

=% the first one with blue wrap around
covers three most interesting Art Deco
bas relief’s, of the facade the reason de-
tre of that building heing significant.
Further the blue colour is in total
contrast to its Art deco character, which
has red bands. However, as the evil was
not nipped in the bud, it started the mad
. chain reaction of copying, as each bank
does the same as recommended by its
HR department to compete with others.
Sadly no intervention came from
conservation NGOs or MHCC and now

i days those we are seeing double wrap
around signage.

The really victory would be when these
en-lightened banks and other such large
corporates take it as their collective
responsibility and remove such loud
signage, or we wait for the BMC or MHCC to ban it completely, or tame it, if that's
difficult. That would be a true victory.
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Mumbai’s 135-vear-old Bhau Daji Lad museum will reopen
its doors to the city soon. A preview
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. We would like to
turn the museum
into Mumbai's
foremaost cultural
"1 and cducational
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D N Road, Colaba Causeway, Princess Street,
M G Road to be restored to Victorian splendour;
civic body invites tenders for survey of roads
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matchbox-like
stalls dotting the strect, the
Colaba Causcway, a link
between Colaba and the
Old Woman’s [sland, isn't
even a shadow of its Victo-
rian splendour, The
Princess Strect, passing
through colonial and Victo-
rian structures, is cluttered
with gaudy signage, which
end up defacing the build-
ings.

To restore the lost glory
of Fortarea, Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) will soon initiate its
‘heritage strectscape’ pro-
ject. In a vear from now, D
N Road, Shahid Bhagat
Singh Road (Colaba
Causeway), Princess Street
and M G Road will have
street furniture, cast iron
benches, litter bins, infor-
mation signs, bus stops,
street poles and railings to
enhance the beauty of the
area.

“Each street will have its
distinct heritage flavour.
For Colaba Causceway, we
will bring uniformity in the
stalls so that the visual ap-
peal of the surrounding
buildings is not lost,” said
Abha Narain Lambah, who
is providing frec consul-
tancy services to the BMC
for the project with the
help of JJ School of Archi-
tecture students.

\ Last week. the civic ad-
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ministration invited ten-
ders for the survey of all
roads and junctions in the
Award of the city to iden-
tify tvpes of structures, her-
itage buildings, their align-
ment with pavements,
length and width of pave-
ments, ground-level fea-
tures and building eleva-
tion. The base map survey
will enable the BMCtoin-
troduce street furniture,
strect poles and set up bus
stops in keeping with the
heritage look.

“The idea is to make the
environment surrounding
these buildings lend a dis-
tinct flavour of the older
times.” said Deputy Chief
Engineer (traffic) A D Na-
garkar, who is in charge of
the survey,

The survey will also help
the civic body frame guide-
lines for signage and street
furniture to be displayed in
the Fort area, Lambah said
currently the shop owners
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displayed boards that were
not uniform or consistent
with the heritage look of
the arca. “After studying
the type of the buildings,
their structure and mater-
ial, we will give suggestions
on boards and signage
which will be in uniform
and consistent with other
signs and shops of that
building,” she said. Lam-
bah has been involvedina
similar project earlier to re-
store the Dadabhai Nowro-
jee Road.

The BMC's proposed
hoarding policy, which is
yet to be approved, zlso
states that no hoardings or
mobile vans will be permit-
ted in the A ward. But per-
mission will be givento
other forms of advertise-
ments like neon signs, bus
queue shelters, backlit
back-to-back advertise-
ments, it says.
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