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The State of Architecture: Practices 
and Processes in India, was an exhibition 
project organized under the aegis of the 
Urban Design Research Institute (UDRI), 
and in association with the National 
Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Mumbai, 
that concluded on a high note, having 
embraced 10 allied exhibitions, offered 
presentations by over 90 speakers, and 
produced 4 publications over a period of 10 
weeks. The main exhibition, which showed 
at the NGMA, Mumbai from 6 January – 20 
March 2016, recorded a remarkable footfall 
of nearly 17,000 visitors.  

This exhibition presented the state of 
contemporary architecture in India 
within a larger historical overview since 
Independence. It not only mapped 
emerging practices but also discussed 
the aspirations they represented and 
stimulated a conversation on architecture 
among the architectural fraternity, patrons 
and public at large. Embodying a spectrum 
of positions that characterise architectural 
production in India, the content intended 
to be provocative and made explicit the 
multiple, and often simultaneously valid, 
streams of architectural thought and 
engagement that truly represent the 
pluralism of India.

As India’s cities morph into megacity 
regions with little capacity for planning or 
design, the prophets of hyper-urbanisation 
assure us that ‘smart cities’ will be the 
answer. They dismiss anxieties about the 
burden that such a model of development 

will inflict on the community, infrastructure 
and the environment. At a projected growth 
rate of 2.3%, the proportion of India’s 
population that lives in cities will rise from 
the present 30% to 40% by 2030. By 2050, 
India’s cities will be populated by 850 million 
people. Will India’s cities have the ability to 
house these millions, or be home to them? 
And who will deliver viable housing and 
infrastructure for the other 60% of Indians 
who will still be living in villages, or in the 
peri-urban margins of India’s cities?

In anticipation of this looming crisis, we 
asked ourselves: Does architecture matter? 
Are architects still relevant in India, and can 
they contribute in any significant way to a 
nation-state and a society in extraordinary 
flux? Has the architectural profession 
registered merely quantitative growth, 
or have architects refined their practices 
while engaging with the processes of 
historical transformation during the seven 
decades since Independence? The State 
of Architecture: Practices and Processes 
in India aims to address these questions. 
It proposes a critical review of the 
architectural profession, and historicises 
it with reference to three formative events: 
Independence, the Emergency and 
Liberalisation.

In the first part of the exhibition, we offer, 
for the first time, a substantial research-
based survey of the profession: its centres 
and schools, the location of practices, the 
gender imbalance among practitioners, the 
role of journals, books and other publications 
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in sustaining the profession’s knowledge 
infrastructure. In the second part, we trace 
a historic arc through postcolonial India’s 
heroic modernity and the role of architects 
in the Nehruvian nation-building enterprise. 
We also attend to the diverse political and 
cultural positions that emerged between 
the 1970s and 1990s and the strategies 
that architects evolved during this period.

In conclusion, we present a selection 
of projects by younger practices, 
contextualising them within the disorienting 
social, cultural and economic paradigm 
shifts of the early 21st century. In selecting 
these projects, we have deliberately 
emphasized projects that represent the 
reengagement of architects with public 
urgencies in urban and rural areas. We have 
intentionally excluded single-family and 
vacation homes — while these are crucibles 
for innovation, they serve a small and 
privileged fraction of society — and chosen 
to highlight the architecture of community 
infrastructure and institutions. Such an 
architecture, we believe, will summon the 
profession to revitalise its connection with 
the democratic aspirations of society at 
large in the India of the future.

The exhibition was bookended by two 
conferences titled ‘The State of the 
Profession’ from 12-14 January 2016 
and ‘Windows + Mirrors: Looking at 
Contemporary Architecture in South Asia” 
from 18-20 March respectively. Also listed 

below are the list of allied activities that were 
simultaneously programmed to overlap and 
connect with the main exhibition.

1. The State of the Profession

Inaugural Conference | 12 – 14 January, 
2016 at NGMA, Mumbai

The inaugural conference ‘The State of 
the Profession’ was an attempt at making 
sense of architecture in India today. In 
what forms and with what methods will 
we approach the study of architecture in 
the subcontinent today? There has been 
a need to develop fresh ‘ways of seeing’ 
when approaching the idea of architecture 
itself. A necessary corollary may be the 
development of a framework to understand 
the role and relevance of the figure of the 
architect in the contemporary moment. 
We invited 30 distinguished individuals 
engaged with architecture as practitioners 
and thinkers, critics and academics, 
writers and historians to dwell on some of 
these issues grouped under the themes of 
Education, Criticism, Institutions, Practice 
and Profession. A keynote lecture on 
January 12 by eminent political scientist 
Dr. Pratap Bhanu Mehta preceded the 
conference. 
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2. Windows and Mirrors: Looking at 
Contemporary Architecture in South Asia

Concluding Conference

18 March, 2016 at NGMA, Mumbai | 19 – 20 
March, 2016 at Coomarawamy Hall, CSMVS 
Museum

This conference focused on a conversation 
among architects active in the South Asia 
region. The intention of the conference was 
to simultaneously present new production 
and approaches to architecture in South 
Asia and also contextualise the making of 
architecture within the cultural, social and 
physical ecology of the region. While these 
countries are now referred to politically 
as the SAARC nations it is the South Asia 
definition that is culturally more accurate. 
Historically South Asia was an Area Studies 
invention, adopted as a neutral post-
colonial term and popularized by journalists 
and academics to replace the ‘Indian Sub-
continent’. 30 speakers from Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bhutan, Nepal and 
India, participated in the conference which 
was preceded by a keynote lecture by noted 
author and thinker Sunil Khilnani on 18 
March.

3. Keynote Lecture Series

A series of keynote lectures, over the 
course of the exhibition, allowed for greater 
interaction between eminent and practising 
architects, patrons, students and public 
servants in the profession while staying 
accessible to a general audience. The 

line-up of distinguished speakers included 
Raj Rewal, Himanshu Parikh, Christopher 
Charles Benninger, Brinda Somaya, Sen 
Kapadia, Ram Rahman and others.

4. Exhibition and Catalogue of Sir J J 
College of Architecture Archives 

The Past as Present: Pedagogical Practices 
in Architecture at the Bombay School of Art
by Mustansir Dalvi
Published by Sir JJ College of Architecture 
& The Urban Design Research Institute

From the last decade of the nineteenth 
century to the mid-twentieth, architectural 
pedagogy in the School of Art, Bombay was 
dominated by documentation, decoration 
and design. The exhibition traced the 
influences of documentation, decoration 
and design on architectural pedagogy and 
architectural practices in India in the late 
19th and early 20th century at the Sir JJ 
School of Art, Bombay. In the pages of the 
catalogue are the many original drawings 
made by the students of the school, 
prints from the portfolios of Jacob, Batley 
and Fletcher and glass ‘magic lantern’ 
slides that explore this interaction. As a 
testimony to the diverse stands of aesthetic 
understanding and practice, the exhibition 
presents a curated portfolio of drawings 
made by noted modernist architect Achyut 
Kanvinde during his years as a student 
of the Sir JJ School of Art, which, placed 
between the dichotomy of tradition and 
modernism, provides a glimpse into design 
churnings prevalent at the cusp of Indian 
independence. 
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5. Celebrating Charles Correa: Work, 
Legacy, Contribution  

Lectures, Screenings & Discussions 

National Gallery of Modern Art, Mumbai | 
15th, 16th, 17th & 19th January, 2016 

Charles Correa (1930-2015) is arguably 
the most influential Indian architect to 
have worked after Independence. In a 
prolific career spanning six decades, 
Charles Correa defined the paradigms 
of modernity for India through his 
architecture, urban design, planning and 
writing. ‘Celebrating Charles Correa’ was an 
initiative by the Charles Correa Foundation 
to commemorate his contribution through 
a series of curated screenings, lectures 
and panel discussions on key concerns of 
his life’s work, thus bringing into focus his 
legacy. Within four broad themes: ‘Buildings 
as Ideas’, ‘Cultural Projects’, ‘Housing’ and 
‘Urbanisation’, the deliberations aimed to 
chronicle the contribution of his work and 
thought towards the domain of architecture 
and the state of the profession in India.

6. Buildings as Ideas: The Un-Built Work 
of Charles Correa 

Exhibition | 15 March – 9 April, 2016 at 
Galerie Max Mueller, Mumbai

Charles Correa’s popular housing and 
cultural projects are celebrated globally for 
their unique understanding of the Indian 
reality. His ideas are respected across the 
world for their clarity, conceptual content 
and unique vantage points. However, an 
incredible treasure of unbuilt works exists 
that is not as well-known. Through carefully 
curated content from the exhaustive 
archives of Charles Correa, this exhibition 
curated by the Charles Correa Foundation 
seeked to unfold this repository of ideas 
that continue to be relevant to this day.

7. Kala Ghoda Festival: Architecture Week 

Panel Discussions and Master Classes

6 – 13 February, 2016 at Goethe–Institut/
Max Mueller Bhavan, Mumbai

Programmed by architectural critic and 
theorist Kaiwan Mehta, this week-long 
series comprised a set of panel discussions 
and master classes by eminent and 
emerging practitioners. Master Classes 
were based on the theme of Public Life and 
Architecture. Panel Discussions focused on 
‘travels and travails’ of architects in India 
today along with struggles and ideas that 
shaped design concerns and processes in 
India today.
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8. Book Launch + Panel: 20th Century 
Compulsions: Modern Indian Architecture 
from the Marg Archives

16 February, 2016 at NGMA, Mumbai

A 20 CASI event, in collaboration with 
Domus India and Marg Publications, the 
program comprised the book launch of 
“20th Century Compulsions” edited by 
Mustansir Dalvi and released by Mrs. 
Monika Correa. 

Panelists for the ensuing discussion were 
Rahul Mehrotra, Kaiwan Mehta, Ranjit 
Hoskote, Kamu Iyer and Mustansir Dalvi.

9. On Social Agency: Curry Stone Design 
Prize and Forum: Seminar and Award 
Ceremony

16 – 17 March, 2016 at Sir J J College of 
Architecture, Mumbai (seminar) and NGMA, 
Mumbai (award ceremony)

The Curry Stone Design Prize is awarded 
each year to honour innovative projects 
that use design to address pressing social 
justice issues. The Prize is supported by 
the Curry Stone Foundation. This year the 
Organization held a one-day symposium 
followed by the award distribution to 
the Society for the Promotion of Area 
Resources (SPARC) led by Sheela Patel.

10. Exhibition & Panel Discussion: Kumbh 
Mela: Mapping the Ephemeral Megacity 

18 January, 2016 at Coomaraswamy Hall, 
CSMVS Museum, Mumbai

Exhibition and Panel discussion between 
Harvard faculty leaders Diana Eck and 
Satchit Balsari; and administrators at 
the 2013 Kumbh Mela — Divisional 
Commissioner of Allahabad, Devesh 
Chaturvedi, and Alok Sharma, Inspector 
General of Police, Allahabad; facilitated by 
Rahul Mehrotra.

11. MAKE/SHIFT MUMBAI III: Readings, 
Imaginations and Propositions 

Exhibition | 7 January – 4 February, 2016 
at Rampart Gallery Stands, Kala Ghoda, 
Mumbai

The exhibition showcased the large 
repertoire of work on the city completed 
over the last 23 years by Kamla Raheja 
Vidyanidhi Institute for Architecture and 
Environmental Studies (KRVIA). The work 
displayed showcased various approaches 
undertaken to understand the changing 
geographies of the city through initiatives 
conducted by the Institute. It posed an 
enquiry into the role of architectural 
education to inform the practice in the 
city within the context of contemporary 
challenges of housing, environment, 
heritage, public realm, infrastructure, etc.
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12. Deco on the Oval: Celebrating 
Bombay’s Most Loved Art Deco Buildings 

7 – 15 January, 2016 at the Army & Navy 
Building Lobby, Kala Ghoda, Mumbai | 
Curated by Mustansir Dalvi

‘Deco on the Oval’ was an exhibition of Art 
Deco facades of the apartment buildings 
on the western edge of the Oval Maidan in 
Bombay, documented as a series of street 
elevations by students of Sir JJ College of 
Architecture in celebration of this unique 
style. The presented drawings drew 
upon an older tradition at the School of 
Architecture- the creation of ‘reconstructed’ 
elevations. Using older available material, 
drawings and photographs, these facades 
were depicted as they were when first built.

13. Mumbai North: Contemporary Aerial 
Photographs of Mumbai’s Suburbs 

8 – 16 January, 2016 at Artisans’, Kala 
Ghoda, Mumbai

Robert D Stephens’ Mumbai North featured 
black and white photographs taken from 
15,000 ft. above sea level between 2014 
and 2015. Accompanying each image 
was a record of air pollution levels on the 
corresponding day, as measured by the 
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board. 
Supplementing the visual archive is ‘The 
Reading Room,’ a tactile installation of 
antiquarian books related to Mumbai dating 
back to the mid-1800s.

14. In the Name of Housing 

17 January – 17 February, 2016 at Somaiya 
Centre for Lifelong Learning, Fort, Mumbai

This exhibition by Sameep Padora 
presented existing models of affordable 
housing in the city of Mumbai sutured deep 
within the city’s fabric and history. The 
study in specificity is aimed at documenting 
these emergent architectural types in an 
effort to establish a datum from which to 
project future possibilities. The exhibition 
comprised of models, drawings and mock-
ups of an affordable housing project that 
sP+a is currently working on using the 
backdrop of the above-mentioned research.

15. Urban Clutter 

23 January – 4 February, 2016 | Army and 
Navy Building Lobby, Kala Ghoda, Mumbai

Exhibition of photographs by Yashwant D 
Pitkar

Yashwant Pitkar’s photographs capture 
seething urban change in Mumbai today. 
He explored the incomplete landscapes 
that surround us. He charted the rickety 
infrastructure of newness created largely 
to fix the unbroken, providing a glimpse into 
several possible ways this city may turn out, 
while recording traces of the quiet urbanity 
once taken for granted.
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16. Golconde, Pondicherry: India’s First 
Modern Building

9 February – 11 March, 2016 at the Army & 
Navy Building Lobby, Kala Ghoda, Mumbai

Widely acclaimed as the first modern 
building in India, Golconde was built in the 
French colony of Pondicherry as a dormitory 
for the Aurobindo Ashram, between the 
late 1930s and early 1940s. Designed by 
Antonin Raymond and George Nakashima, 
Golconde presaged ‘high modernism’ in 
India two decades before Chandigarh. 
This narrative photo-exhibition, curated by 
Smita Dalvi, Associate Professor at MES 
Pillai College of Architecture, Navi Mumbai, 
seeked to capture the myriad dimensions 
of its distinctive architectural expression 
shaped by cultural forces that transcended 
nationality and tradition.

17. Book Launch: The Architecture of I M 
Kadri

1 March, 2016 at NGMA Mumbai. 

Author Kaiwan Mehta and journalist 
Sidharth Bhatia in conversation with I. M. 
Kadri

This book traces the body of work 
of Iftikhar M. Kadri who began his 
architectural practice in Mumbai in the 
1950s. As an architect working in India’s 
commercial capital in the early decades 
of independence, he contributed greatly to 

the design and emerging typologies like the 
high-rise apartment, office tower and the 
hospitality industry.
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