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378 Killing us softly?

Dangerous radiation levels of 4G cell 
towers encroach on our open spaces, 
creating major health hazards.

On 20th Feb. 2015, residents around Prof. 
Almeida Park received a shock; when they 
saw Reliance workers trying to install a 4G 
cell tower in the playground. We rushed 
there to find that they were putting it up 
barely 5 feet away from the children’s swing 
set. On being questioned, we were shocked 
to hear them tell us, “Move the swing set”.

This was crossing all limits of tolerance. 
Then, our local Municipal Councillor, 
Asif Zakaria informed us that Reliance 
was planning to put up similar towers in 
1,160 open spaces across Mumbai; out 
of which 17 were planned for our ward. 
Representatives of AGNI & NAGAR met the 
Municipal Commissioner Mr. Kunte & asked 
him how this was permissible. We could 
not believe it when we were told that the 
House & the Standing Committee, with the 
exception of Asif Zakaria, had unanimously 
passed it.

Under these horrendous circumstances, 
the only option left was to start a grass-root 
agitation. So, a signature – campaign took 
off across the city, organized by two NGOs: 
AGNI & NAGAR. As of now, over 10,000 
people have signed the letter addressed to 
the CM Devendra Fadnavis, on cancelling 
the notification for installing cell towers 
in open spaces. We are waiting for an 
appointment with him.

Why are we opposing these towers? Firstly, 
it falls nothing short of encroachments 
on gardens and playgrounds; which are 
already a dismal 1.24 sq. mtr. per person. 
Secondly, they would pose a major health 
hazard for children and citizens visiting 
these open spaces. Reliance has assured 
us that signages like ‘DANGER’ & ‘DO NOT 
ENTER’, etc. will be provided. However, such 
warnings will act as a deterrent against 
people using these grounds for recreational 
purposes. The last straw is that Reliance 
will pay a rent of Rs. 1/- to BMC, while a 
tax-paying Mumbaikar has to pay Rs. 2/- to 
enter Joggers Park. This is a JOKE!

The height of the towers is 25 metres. 
No CRZ permission is taken to install it in 
gardens in coastal areas like Bandstand & 
Carter Road. One of the open spaces is the 
Nilgiri Gardens (Linking Road), which shares 
a compound wall with the Bandra Hindu 
Association School. With a 25 metre height, 
it will be only a few feet away from children 
studying on the second floor. POINT TO 
NOTE>> Reliance was forced to admit at a 
recent Press Conference, that at this height 
– radiation levels are at their worst. Towers 
in Mulund, Kandivali & Chembur have been 
thrown out by local residents. Are ‘They’ 
Killing Us Softly?

Finally, there is an apprehension that other 
operators like Airtel & Vodafone could get 
similar permissions, leading to a bigger loss 
(and health hazard) of the few ‘breathing 
spaces’ left for Mumbaikars.
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