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SCOPE OF PROJECTThe project, Tracing Public Spaces, aims 
primarily to promote pedestrianisation, 
reclaim public spaces and enhance 
liveability. UDRI aspires to help the 
citizens and communities of Colaba to 
revitalise the precinct and encourage 
pedestrian movements. Coming 
together with the local group My Dream 
Colaba (MDC), an envisioning exercise 
was undertaken to develop a local area 
plan for ward 227, on the lines of Fort 
Management Plan.

As a metropolitan, with a dense 
concrete cover, Mumbai experiences 
dearth of quality open spaces. 
Unfortunately public spaces in the 
city have reduced considerably over 
the years. A comparative analysis of 
similar metro cities in the world, states 
that open space reserved per person 
in Mumbai is relatively low (less than  
2 sq. m.) This implies that there is a 
need of more interactive public spaces 
in the city. Loss of these public spaces 
would in turn be a loss to the city.

Colaba has a unique character to itself 
owing to heritage structures, tourist 
places and harbours/ports. Given the 
social hierarchy in Colaba and activities 
ranging from art galleries to businesses 
and residences, the planning principles 
should address to the needs of all the 
communities and user groups. Every 
individual is entitled to benefit from 
the facilities which in turn will help in 
further development of the society.

• Pedestrian friendly environment 

• Street infrastructure up gradation

• Barrier free design of pedestrian facilities

• Interactive public spaces

KEY PROJECT OBJECTIVES
• Demarcate the study area

The study area needs to be identified 
in order to give design proposals. 
Demarcating the extents of the site 
under consideration will ease further 
documentation such as mapping and 
surveying. Provide sustainable solutions 
for street design which is ‘accessible  
to all’ Streets to be looked at as 
community assets and they should 
reflect balanced needs of community 
and transportation networks. The 
objective is to make the streets pleasant, 
vital and interesting to be in, using 
creative and innovative place-making, 
simultaneously providing physical 
connection and socio-economic 
interaction to the communities.

• Reclaiming public spaces 

Public spaces, in the overall process 
of planning and designing, are not 
handled with the same sensitivity and 
generosity as other land uses. These 
spaces then tend to deteriorate and 
are misused over time. Historic districts, 
small alleys, informal public squares 
can be treated and designed to make 
them more inviting for people.
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PROJECT TASKS
Data collection is essential to 
understand the context. This would be 
through mapping of certain factors like 
the facilities for pedestrians, vehicular 
movements etc. Surveys would be 
helpful to understand the walking 
environment and would also cater to 
the expectations of the users.

Analysis and Proposals

Analysis of the data collected through 
maps and surveys will be crucial as it 
would then translate on to the design 
principles and proposals for that area.

Outreach Programmes / Stakeholder 
Participation

UDRI will engage local communities, 
citizen groups and NGO’s in the study 
area for visioning of the project. This 
will mainly include organising various 
stakeholder workshops and awareness 
programmes during the course of the 
project. During the initial phase, UDRI 
will engage with local communities to 
collect data through surveys, understand 
local context and get feedback on the 
concept plan.

• Identify the stakeholders

Stakeholders for this project need to 
be identified for conducting outreach 
programmes and involving public 
groups in the design process. Since this 
is a citizen-driven proposal, the process 
will need to have a go ahead from all 
the user groups of the area. 

Execution and monitoring (execution 
framework)

UDRI will act as a technical advisory for 
developing the project and supervise  
its execution.

OUTREACH PROGRAMME 
Tracing Public Spaces

Urban Design Research Institute I My 
Dream Colaba I MIT

UDRI collaboratively conducted a week-
long workshop for school children with 
MyDreamColaba group and Ana C 
Vargas, a student of Architecture and 
Urbanism of MIT, Boston. This was the 
first step of a larger process to develop 
a comprehensive plan for ward 227 
with key inputs from My Dream Colaba 
and UDRI.

The workshop aimed to create a map of 
Colaba that shows its available public 
spaces and those neglected and hidden 
ones that are opportunities to generate 
new public spaces for the community. 

A methodology was designed by Ana 
C Vargas which gave children from 
the local community the opportunity 
to photograph and map the places 
they like and the ones that they felt 
could be improved. Then as a team, 
collecting their individual pictures and 
maps, a new map has been developed 
which shows how such spaces can be 
connected to create a walking trail 
within the area.
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A collaborative exhibition between 
Urban Design Research Institute (UDRI), 
My Dream Colaba, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
local schools namely Fort Convent, 
Campion School and Dunnes Institute, 
held on 4th and 5th of August 2013.  
This exhibition is the final product of 
a week-long workshop conducted 
for school kids by Ana C Vargas, a 
student of Architecture and Urbanism of  
MIT, Boston.

Public spaces have always been the 
area of conflict over issues like the 
control over it and the activities to be 
allowed. Reclaiming existing public 
spaces and opening up new potential 
parcels adds to the character of a place. 
Colaba has a unique character to itself 
owing to heritage structures, tourist 
places and harbours/ports. Given the 
social hierarchy in Colaba and activities 
ranging from art galleries to businesses 
and residences, the planning principles 
should address to the needs of all the 
communities and user groups. Places 
like Sassoon dock, Dhobi Ghat and 
small informal areas can be potential 
receivers. Some areas such as small 
alleys linking two major roads can be 
developed as more inviting spaces. 

The workshop aimed at creating a map 
of Colaba that shows its public spaces 
and places that could be opportunities 
to generate new public spaces for the 
local community. 

A methodology was derived that gave 
kids from the local community the 
opportunity to photograph and map 

the places they like and the ones that 
could be better. Then as a team, with 
all their individual pictures and maps, 
was created a new map, to show how 
the spaces can be connected to create 
a walking trail within the area. Ana has 
conducted similar workshops in Boston, 
Caracus and other parts of Mumbai. 

About UDRI: Urban Design Research 
Institute (UDRI), a public charitable trust 
established in 1984, aims to enrich the 
understanding of the urban environment 
and works towards its improvement. It 
supports interaction among architects, 
urban designers and professionals from 
such related fields as urban economics, 
sociology, planning, conservation  
and history.
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