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Shri Subodh Ku t11ar 
Municipal Cot11 miss ioner. 
MCGM Headquarters. 
Mahapalika Marg. 
Mumbai 400 00 I 

Dear Shri Subodh Kumar. 

9th Septem ber. 20 I I 

Subject: Revision ofthl' Ocvelopmcnt Plan for Mumbai 2014-2034-
ENV IRO NMENT 

This is in folio" up to our carlin letter to )OU dated 29th .lLlly 2011. on the subject of facilitating 
and ensur ing wider consultation in the form ulation o r the Development Plan or Mumbai 2014-
203 .. 

The 1) 1) stakeholder group on , ' 11\ ironment belie\'cs that there is an urgent need to add ress the 
CI1\ iron ment in the n;\ ision or the devdoplllcnt plan. We woul d like to out line be lo\\ the i,,'\ 
principles "ith regards to somc' aspec ts of envi ronmcnt in the revision of the Dcvelopment PI,r;', 
r() r (jreater MUl1lba i. rhe "key principles" are the lollm,ying: 

Open spaces in the Deve lopment Plan 
To protect and enhance the: open spaces 01' Greater \IIul1lbai b) c'nsLlring thm they arc free of 
any ('onstruction, permeable and open to sk~ , There shou ld be an immediate and compit-tc 
freel.(' on all the Reservations in the current DP und no change 01' user should he al lowed b) the 
MC(iM or the state g()\crn mcn t till the time the proposed developmcnt plan comes in to I() rce. i\ 
s t a l~dard 01' 3 sqm of public open space on thc ground per person should be set as C1 targe t ro 
he achic\ 'cd in the revised deve lopment plan. 

Mangroves in the Dcvelopment Plan 

The mangrove e:COS) stcms \\ hich are the lungs and kidnc\ s of the city and \\ hich protect the cit\ 

I'rom Ilood ing and ex treme cl imate events should bc protected along with their habitats and 

their associated flora and fauna and included as reservations in the new Development Plan. 

It is imperative thal the mangro\cs be retained in their natural conditi on. 

"v'ater svstems and Flood Mitigation in the Development Plan 

Rivers, streams, lakes and creeks should be clearly identified and included as reservations 

in the new Development Plan with their appropriate mimes. 



Published on the UDRI website on 20/05/2013

U R BAN 
DESIGN 
RESEARCH 

TE continuation sheet 

The Chitalc Committee repon reco mmends a design capaeit) for 80mm hI' of rainfall. (this is a 
2:; ) ~ar high). This should be the standard taken when designing for nood control. For 
delin~atil1g tlood plains the 50 year high of I OOmm l hour should be considered. 
Eff()ns should be made towards ensuring the qualil) of water in these water bodies. Directions 

li'om the Ministr\ of ell\'ironment and forests with respect to the protection of all water bodies 
should be met. 

Rivers, Streams and Nalas: These should be revived as clean natu ral rivers and streall1 S 

Lakes and Ponds : Mailllain Wate r qual it) in lakes and be reserved in th~ development pl'>l1 as 
. Water Bod\·. The) are to be len open to public access. The butfer zones Illoot! plains of th~sc 

lakes to be maintained as open space 

C reel,s, Beaches and Sea fronts: These wi l! be protected as per the Coastal lone Management 
Plan ((,lMP) prepared by tnc GO\'crnment of Maharashtra. The Dcvelopment Plan to correlatc 

identicall ) " ,ith the C/M P. Beaches should also be reserved in the Development plan. 

H ill Slopes 
.'\11 hill slopes should be reserved in the Development Plan. These are then to be maintaind in 

their natural condition in order to mitigate !looding by absorption ot' rain water on hill "upc" and 

landslides. 

Solid \\'a5te disposal in the Development plan 
A separate management autho rit) lor MSW should be considered as a pan of the CUITe" , 
Del elopmel1l Plan. Ert'1rts should be made towards achie"ing I 00% collection .1. ,.1 

transportation of \\'aste with the underlving directive principle being segregat ion and rec"cling , ; 

waste such that sdfsustai nabilit) in management and disposal is achieved. Care shouLi he takeii 
to achieve maximum eo\ erage and highest standards even in the inforl11al settlements. 

Water supplv Di tribution li nd Sewerage in the DeVelopment Plan 
Eflorts should be made towards ensuring the stlppl \ of clean drinking lIater "hile enstlrir1g the 
se ll ' sustainabili t) of lIater suppl) sl·stems. Processes or recycling and reuse shnutd be 

incorporated into the development plan regulati ons. Sewage should be treated and disposed in 
the Sea such that recei\ ing water qualit\ standards of Go I crnll1ent of India are ll1ai Illai ned. 
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Air Qualitv and pollution Control in the development Plan 

continuation sheet 

Effo rts should be made to meet the WHO norms for ambient Air Quality by provisioning for 

proper rail and road public tt"ansport and restricting the vehicular pollution . The ~ir 

pol lut ion caused by the const ruct ion indu ,: ry and the burning of refuse and ga rbage should also 

be regulated. 

Please tind attached the deta iled pointers a ttached in the form of annexes to each of the 
princ iples di scussed above. These detail ed pointers ha ve been prepared by the members of the 
stakeho lder gro ups wo rking on these issues on the ground . 

The ' nvironment Gro up strongly beli eves that the above mentioned processes a re crucia l and 
importa nt order to produce a "People's Brief' fo r the new Deve lopment Plan o r Mu mbai. We 
would be hap py to meet you to e laborate I'urther on our concerns rega rd ing the impo rtance of 
ta king t h~ en vironmenta l concern s into considerati on fo r the revis ion of the Development Plan. 

With kind regards, 

Yours s incerel y. 

Sh)·am Asolekar 
CLS E. liT 130m bay 

I)eb i G oen ka 
CAl 

Rajesh Vora 
SA VE 

Ral,esh Kumar 
NEE RI 

[lIeh'ani Malkani 
VCA 

sJ/-
Pallavi LatkaI' 
G rass roots Consu ltancy 

Clean sweep Forum 

Hema Ralllani 
BEAG 
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Kunti Oza 
Clean Mlll11bai 1·'O linciation 
anci Clean Sweep Forum 

pi) ( 
Nrc;:;; Pu n=fl 
Cil iSpacc 

~, 
Nayana Kathpa li a 
"JAGAR 

Parul Kumtha 
CiliSpace 

conlinuohQn snee' 

Prof ' oli Arccivala 
Indi~Jl EIl\ irolll11ental 

Association 
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