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A significant number of those who 
will be impacted by the Development 
Plan (DP) 2014-2034 will be school 
children. This increases the importance 
of creating awareness regarding 
the issues of housing, education, 
transportation, livelihood, environment, 
health, etc. among this generation. 
Thus, the collaboration of UDRI and 
Salaam Bombay Foundation was 
perceived with the idea to actively 
involve the participation of school 
kids in the Development Plan process. 

As part of this initiative, it was 
decided to organise capacity building 
workshops with the kids and teachers 
to make them conscious of the pros and 
cons of the city. Also, these workshops 
would enable the kids to engage with a 
wide range of dignitaries and experts. 
The inclusion of teachers in the events 
would enable to further more children.

In the future, UDRI hopes to arrange 
field trips for the kids to give them a 
better perspective of the city. This could 
include a bus tour around heritage 
precincts, a ride in the circulatory 
bus started by UDRI (Fort Pheri), visits 
to Gaothans, fishing villages, open 
spaces, and help them comprehend 
the numerous aspects of the city. 
Possible joint ventures would be to 
take part in the Kala Ghoda Festival.

Salaam Bombay Foundation began a 
journey to educate children about the 
effects of tobacco use. Today Salaam 
Bombay Foundation has a presence 
in over 200 government schools in 
Mumbai, and over 20,000 schools 
across Maharashtra. They have 
trained and gained the support of 
over 35,000 government functionaries 
and 500 NGOs in Maharashtra.
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Attended by: Siddharth Pandit, Omkar 
Gupta and Mayura Gadkari of UDRI

Other Attendees: Nishi Arora, Santosh 
Saini of Salaam Bombay, 23 students 
of Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan 
Municipal School at Andheri.

As the first of various upcoming 
sessions of Salaam Bombay’s series 
of workshops with school students, 
focusing on each of the 10 planning 
areas, was held at Dr. Sarvapalli 
Radhakrishnan Municipal School at 
Andheri, with 23 students from 8th and 

9th grade and interested in journalistic 
pursuits. In an interactive exchange, 
UDRI explained to the students, the 
issues revolving around water supply, 
lack of clean water for everyone, ways 
to recycle and reuse water. The other 
topic in the discussion was sanitation 
which included interaction from on 
the availability of enough toilets for 
everyone in the neighbourhood and 
city to proper treatment of sewage to 
be adopted by the city. The outcome 
expected is a competition of essays 
on water and sanitation written by the 
students and a final article published 
in the Salaam Bombay newsletter.

Meeting with BMC School co-hosted with Salaam 
Bombay on 26th September 2013

Meeting with BMC School co-hosted with Salaam 
Bombay on 31st January 2013

Attended by: Siddharth 
Pandit, Amit Devale of UDRI

Other Attendees: Nishi Arora, Deepa 
Natkar, Santosh Saini of Salaam Bombay, 
18 students and teachers of G.K.Marg 
Municipal School at Lower Parel.

As a continuation of Salaam Bombay 
‘Voices’ workshop, a series of 
workshops with school students 
focusing on each of the 10 planning 
areas have been proposed. The second 
of such sessions was held at G.K.Marg 
Municipal School at Lower Parel, with 
15-18 students from 8th and 9th grade 
and interested in journalistic pursuits. 

In an interactive exchange, UDRI 
explained to the students, the concepts 
of transportation, the lack of emphasis 
on public transportation, integration of 
land-use and transportation, effects of 
population increase in the modes of 
transport, and the possible solutions to 
overcome these issues. Also they were 
explained how non-motorised means of 
transport such as walking and cycling 
are beneficial against the other modes. 
The outcome expected is a competition 
of essays on transportation written by 
the students and a final article published 
in the Salaam Bombay newsletter.
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Attended by: Siddharth Pandit, Omkar 
Gupta and Anuja Vora of UDRI

Other Attendees: Nishi Arora, Santosh 
Saini of Salaam Bombay, 35 students of 
Sainath Urdu School, Ghatkopar  West

In the second of Salaam Bombay’s 
series of workshops with school 
students, focusing on each of the 10 
planning areas, was held at Sainath 
Urdu School at Ghatkopar West, with 
35 students from 8th  and 9th  grade 
and interested in journalistic pursuits. 

In an interactive exchange, UDRI 
explained the students, the importance 
of heritage structures and precincts 
in Mumbai. The discussion mainly 
covered aspects of heritage like 
grading of heritage structures and 
precincts, UNESCO, etc. Students 
were made aware of the value of these 
monuments and their legacy to our city. 

The outcome expected is a competition 
of essays on heritage in city written by 
the students and a final article published 
in the Salaam Bombay newsletter.

Meeting with BMC School co-hosted with Salaam 
Bombay on 04th December 2013
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