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Since 1993, the Urban Design Research 
Institute (UDRI) has been engaged in 
several community based improvement 
initiatives that have resulted in 
restoration of heritage structures and 
implementation of legislative protection 
in Mumbai’s historic neighbourhoods. 
However, civic infrastructure in the 
area remains greatly overburdened, 
thus limiting the success of conservation 
efforts. In addition to its importance at 
a level of urban planning, Fort precinct 
maintains significance as the Central 
Business District and in the cultural 
formation of Bombay (Mumbai) as  
a metropolis.

The Fort Management Plan was first 
initiated by the UDRI in 2003 as a 
natural progression to its area wise 
studies of the various fort precincts 
and heritage building surveys started 
in the 1990. This project undertaken 
by the Urban Design Research Institute 
is primarily a spatial exercise which 
however will often need the help of 
law enforcement in order to ensure 
that these usage patterns can be 
established in its initial stages and 
then maintained thereafter. However 
it is hoped that once the efficacy of 
the usage pattern is understood and 
all stakeholders understand the value 
of cooperating, the pattern will be  
self regulated.

It is noted that many of these issues will 
have many stakeholders, often with 
conflicting opinions on what constitutes 

“the greater good” or perhaps unwilling 
to even place the greater good ahead 
of their own needs. These issues can 
only be resolved through dialogue and 
a sincere attempt to understand what 
the needs of each stakeholder are and 
the benefits and services their presence 
and views provide. We are sure that all 
proposed solutions in this document will 
be subjected to some debate and the 
proposal will itself have to be modified 
based on the greater understanding 
reached between different stakeholders. 
Therefore this document is tentative and 
open to suggestions and objections 
from all parties.

The areas of study though highly 
interdependent can be broadly 
categorised into four aspects.

• Heritage Management

• Open Spaces

• Solid Waste Management

• Traffic and Transport

Recommendations for Heritage 
Management have been compiled as 
a set of Draft Special Development 
Control Regulations (DCR) for the Fort 
area. These have been forwarded to 
the Maharashtra Heritage Conservation 
Committee for review and comment. 
It is intended that the Special DCR’s 
will form an integral part of the 
new Development Plan for Mumbai 
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that is currently being prepared by 
MCGM (Municipal Corporation of  
Greater Mumbai.)

The three other aspects of the 
Management plan were studied 
through physical surveys of the Fort 
conducted with the help of students 
from the Bharathi Vidyapeeth College 
of Architecture. These ground surveys 
were conducted in May 2009 by a 
group of 50 students. The analysis of the 
ground situation led to the identification 
of issues that needed to be addressed 
as follows -

• The design of pedestrian footpaths

• Locating and designing bus stops

• The taxi system

• Traffic interchange nodes

• Introduction of a Fort Circulator

• Pedestrian Crossings

• Parking Management

• Pedestrian streets and parking streets

• Hawking guidelines

• Social Amenities: toilets, 
water fountains, seating

• Signage and Way finding

• Solid waste management

The recommendations for each of these 
topics were created by looking at other 
solutions worldwide, and gleaning 
from them those that might be usefully 
applied to our own situation. Solutions 
that have no relevance to the Fort have 
been left out to prevent a confusion of 
ideas from taking over the clarity of  
the proposal.

This report attempts to present the logic 
behind each of these recommendations 
clearly and succinctly so that those 
in charge of implementing it on the 
ground can clearly understand the 
rationale behind each idea, and are 
in a position to make independent 
decisions to suit the various ground 
situations they will encounter. It is felt 
that this is a very important aspect 
of the recommendations as often 
implementation gets held up due to the 
inability to make a decision.

The power to make decisions needs to 
lie as close as possible to the officer 
or worker in charge of the actual 
implementation of the idea, and should 
be referred upwards to his superior 
only in cases where there are multiple 
decision makers involved. However, 
even in such cases, the implementing 
officers and workers should be given 
direct access to his contemporaries 
in other departments so that the 
matter can be resolved at his or her 
level without a need for escalation. 
This will also encourage the spirit of 
interdepartmental co-operation and 
communication essential for the smooth 
maintenance of a city.
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These recommendations do not attempt 
to re-invent the wheel.

We recommend that interested 
stakeholders should also refer to the 
following documents that provide 
detailed design guidance on some of 
the major issues that impact the Fort.

These documents are:

1) Planning and Design Guidelines for 
Street Furniture, Manual published in 
2001 by the MCGM.

2) Planning and Design Guidelines 
for Signage Systems for the streets 
of Mumbai, published in 2001 by 
MCGM.

3) Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji Road, 
Mumbai- Design Handbook Heritage 
Streetscape. Guidelines for Street 
Furniture and Signage, published by 
MMR-Heritage Conservation Society, 
Abha Narain Lambah.

4) Fort management plan Special 
development control regulations draft 
prepared in 2008 by UDRI.

5) Practically Feasible and Economically 
Viable Method of Disposal of Plastic 
Waste generated in Greater Mumbai 
and major cities of Maharashtra. Report 
prepared for Maharshtra Pollution 
Control Board by Eco friend and co 
2009 available at the URL:http://mpcb.
gov.in/images/pdf/plasticreport.pdf

These guidelines also may need to be 
updated but should be used as the 
basis for further design re-working. 
We look forward to presenting this 
recommendation for your comments 
and welcome any insights that you 
might have to offer in order to make 
this plan more effective. At the end 
of this process, we hope to have the 
wholehearted support and cooperation 
of all of the stakeholders in order to 
effect a smooth implementation of the 
Fort Management Plan.

SCOPE

Designated Open Spaces and Integral 
open spaces

The study of public spaces is interesting 
because it is in public spaces that 
worlds collide, religions meet, castes 
intersect, and where centuries rub up 
against each other. These are the spaces 
that make the city what it is today, a 
beautiful, vibrant cosmopolitan place 
but also the place where contradictions, 
in city society are painfully revealed—
there are no closed doors. These are the 
contested spaces in which conflicting 
aspirations, livelihoods, ideals and 
needs come head to head.

So what is Public Space in Mumbai? 
We have often seen public space 
through the narrow lens of a 
particularly metropolitan modality. We 
recognize wide open spaces, shaded 
gardens, fountains and recreational 
grounds as public space. These are the 
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spaces that for some, make Mumbai 
a bearable and beautiful modern city. 
For some Mumbaikars, it is the loss 
of these designated open spaces that 
characterize—to some extent—the 
decline of Mumbai.

The places that are lost in the current 
discussion of public space are what we 
began to call the integral open spaces. 
These are the spaces where social 
aspects of life mix with vital needs and 
livelihood activities. These spaces are 
undefined, unenclosed and relatively 
unmappable. They are versatile and 
spontaneous gatherings that can 
change position throughout the year 
and even at different times of the day.  
The integral spaces that we found can be 
characterized by high levels of activity 
and communication. Some examples 
of integral spaces are; markets, street 
corners, chaiwalas, front stoops, water 
taps and gatherings around food 
stalls. These integral open spaces need 
rethinking and modification in order 
to accommodate their current informal 
usage. They need to be provided with 
better servicing and management. They 
cannot be wished away as they provide 
the service needs of the Fort residents, 
commercial enterprises and commuters. 
In order to do this we mapped the 
location of the elements of these public 
space; the hawkers, signage, seating, 
toilets, water fountains, parking, 
pavements, trees and even shading. 
Through this mapping we hoped to 
be able to understand how spaces 

were being used and if these could be 
improved. These have then been used 
to formulate a set of recommendations.

Solid Waste Management

In considering Solid Waste management,  
the primary question was how to put 
in place a neighbourhood level waste 
management system that would handle 
as much of the waste generated in an 
internal disposal loop, thereby reducing 
the burden on landfills and centralised 
waste disposal systems. In order to do 
this, it was necessary to understand 
the existing garbage collection systems 
and the causes of their inadequacies. 
Though the MCGM operates an 
exhausting schedule of street sweeping 
and garbage pickup, this is seen to 
be inadequate to service the area. 
This study will attempt to address this 
issue through a participatory dialogue 
between all the stakeholders in the 
garbage disposal process. In order to 
kickstart this dialogue, the UDRI has put 
together a set of recommendations.

Transport

The Fort is the terminal stop for all three 
railway lines and also has two BEST 
bus depots. Large numbers of private 
cars are seen to park here throughout 
the day. The largest numbers of cabs 
converge onto the Fort during peak hours 
to pick up and drop off passengers. 
In addition to this, tourist buses can 
be seen parked at strategic locations 
waiting for groups of tourists mainly 
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in the Colaba area. In the commercial 
and bazaar districts, heavy vehicles are 
seen parked as they are loaded and 
unloaded, and long distance passenger 
buses use this area as a starting point 
for their journeys. The intersection of all 
of these modes of transport (including 
ferries at the Gateway) makes transport 
interchange and pedestrian planning a 
priority issue for the management plan. 
The need for prioritising pedestrian 
paths and movement over other modes 
of transport is urgent. Public transport 
takes priority over private cars in our 
recommendations. It is also imperative 
to provide safe interchanges between 
different modes of transport. Signage 
and way finding also becomes a factor 
affecting the ability to navigate through 
the Fort area.

Heritage Management

In providing recommendations and 
designing for the Fort it is necessary to 
be aware of heritage buildings and to 
keep in mind the need to enhance their 
value. This may be done by providing 
strategically located public and 
pedestrian spaces in front of them and 
clearing such spaces of obstructions 
wherever practically feasible. Also 
urban design solutions would have to 
fit the context of the heritage precincts 
in their detailing and use of materials.

A Pedestrian Priority Policy

At the very outset it is necessary to 
state that this document is based on 
the premise that pedestrians will have 
priority over all other transport. The 
pedestrian is the most important person 
to design for, in order to make this city 
livable. The pedestrian experience and 
the comfort and safety of the common 
man on the street cannot be subordinate 
to cars. People cannot be relegated into 
mid-air on skywalks (as has often been 
suggested in numerous infrastructure 
plans for the city). Walking on our city 
streets should be a pleasant and safe 
activity, and should be the main form 
of commuting, improving the health of 
the walker and reducing pollutions and 
fossil fuel consumption. Even children 
should feel safe walking to their classes 
by themselves, and not fear being run 
over by aggressive drivers at junctions 
and crossings. This can be achieved 
through a very strong pedestrian priority 
policy and by designing our street 
first for pedestrians, second for public 
transport, and finally for private vehicles. 
 
Collaborators

The Federation of Residents Trusts(FORT) 
are the key stakeholders who are 
driving force for the implementation 
of the recommendations presented in  
this document.
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BEST agreed to put in place the Fort 
Circulator proposal from the Fort 
Management Plan (FMP). This has 
been done by introducing 24 low 
floor Star buses following a circular 
route that covers CST, Ballard Estate, 
Shahid Bhagat Singh Road, Regal, 
Mantralaya, Vidhan Bhavan, Marine 
Drive, Churchgate and DN Road. The 
buses operate at 4-minute frequency in, 
both a clockwise and an anti-clockwise 
directions and fulfills the needs of a 
large volume of commuters that arrive 
by train at CST and Churchgate, as well 
as internal travel needs within the Fort 
area. A flat fare of 5 Rupees is being 
charged for this route.

The Star buses being used have a fold 
down ramp for wheelchair accessibility, 
and the seating is configured to allow for 
a larger number of standing passengers 
who will use this bus as a hop on and 

hop off service. The low floor bus also 
makes it easier for the elderly and 
disabled. In order to ensure the success 
of this new route, the BEST has put in 
place a comprehensive information 
and promotion drive which includes 
branding the buses and placing clear 
identifiers on the Circulator stops, and 
placing route maps both inside the 
bus, as well as at the bus stops for 
easier way finding. This graphic and 
branding initiative is being financially 
supported by the Shri V. V. and Smt 
K. V. Mariwala Charity Trust and the 
Urban Design Research Institute. The 
Circulator bus is to be called the FORT 
PHERI to give it a local flavor. Instead 
of modern digital printing, these buses 
have been hand-painted, reviving an 
almost lost craftsmanship. If successful 
such a service can be replicated in 
other areas of Mumbai.

FORT CIRCULATOR PROPOSAL

●maximummumbai
Rajendra Aklekar 

O ld timers will remember that
Mumbai once had trams.
They were shut down as they
were old, slow and consid-

ered to be a problem in congested roads.
Of single and double decks, they were
an additional mode of public transit to
the BEST bus network. The last tram ran
in 1964. For the next 40 years, the city
grew, so did its population but the pub-
lic transport systems remained static. 

Half-hearted efforts were made to
match the burgeoning population. Stud-
ies and suggestions were mooted, but
they remained only on paper. A new
mode of micro-mini public transport —
the autorickshaw — did get introduced,
but it didn’t help much in mass transit.

Crowds kept growing and reached
saturation. Realisation dawned. The re-
ports begun to take life and authorities
woke up to implement the recommen-
dations. A Metro was planned, but when
authorities realised it would take time,
a Monorail was planned as a quick-fix
solution. To decongest local trains, the
railway ministry planned an elevated
railway. With the high-speed train craze,
Mumbai was also included in the na-
tional hi-speed rail plan and work is un-

der process. To cater to seamless freight
movement, the dedicated freight corri-
dor corporation has begun plans and
started acquiring land for their own
network of double-deck freight trains to
link Mumbai and its ports to their net-

work. The BEST has plans for a dedicat-
ed corridor and fleet cabs and autos are
another addition.

The thing is, all this will be an over-
dose. What Mumbai will have in the
next 20 years is six to seven different
modes of transport crammed in 437 sq
km — a hotchpotch of everything with
no coordination and inter-connectivity.
It will be like an amusement park of-
fering all kinds of short rides or a trans-
port museum — from the continent’s
oldest railway (the existing suburban
railway) to the highly advanced mono-
rail to an elevated rail corridor to a hi-
speed corridor and double deck freight
lines. The government should have in-
stead put its foot down and developed
one viable mode of transport with mul-
tiple, small corridors.

Just give a thought to this. Every mode
of transport will have different require-
ments of maintenance and repair, dif-
ferent types of yards and lines and mul-
tiple experts. If it was lack of transport
planning for the last 40 years, it seems
we have suddenly gone in an overdrive.
It is, I guess, time to step back and take
a macro-level view of things.

Pallavi Smart

Mohammad Marooh Shaikh,
20, a student of Veermata Jee-
jabai Technology Institute
(VJTI), Matunga, attempted
suicide by hanging himself on
Wednesday afternoon in the
college premises. 

Shaikh, a resident of Thane
district and a first-year chem-
ical engineering student, is re-
covering in Sion hospital af-
ter having regained con-
sciousness. The reason for the
suicide attempt is still un-
known but institute authori-
ties are ruling out academic
pressure since Shaikh is a
fresher and the examination
he has to appear for is still al-
most a month away. 

According to information
provided by Dr MC Deo, di-
rector, VJTI, Shaikh is a first-
year student enrolled for a
diploma in chemical engi-
neering. 

At around 2pm on Wednes-
day, mechanical engineering
students noticed something
suspicious on the fourth floor
of the mechanical engineering
building. Dr MC Deo, director,
VJTI, said, "They found a stu-
dent hanging from the ceiling
by a rope. They immediately
cut the rope and admitted
Shaikh to Sion Hospital." 

Deo added, "Initially, doc-
tors said Shaikh's situation
was critical. But by late
evening, he had regained con-
sciousness. But he is still not
in a position to talk properly,
so the police are waiting to
take his statement." A case has
been registered with the
Matunga police station.    

Shaikh, who started at-
tending college just four
months ago, hails from Chan-
drapur but stays with his rel-
atives in Thane. Zeeshan
Shaikh, cousin brother of
Shaikh, said, "Marooh was
good in his studies.  When I
met him the night before, he
seemed fine. We were clueless
about what was on his mind.
He was also not involved in a
romantic relationship."

VJTI student
attempts
suicide on
campus

Rajendra Aklekar

Citizen activism and the cam-
paign run by DNA over the Jo-
geshwari Vikhroli Link Road fi-
nally bore fruit on Tuesday
when the railways gave formal
permission to complete work
on the bridge that had been
under construction for more
than six years.

At present, the 12-lane road
suddenly narrows down over
the railway lines into four
lanes, causing immense traffic

jams and wastage of time and
crores worth of fuel.

DNA published a series of
articles about the in-limbo
project in October 2011. Earli-
er, in July 2011, DNA also high-
lighted how the railways has
been delaying permissions for
east-west road connectivity
projects.

Stuck for more than six
years, the crucial World Bank
funded Jogeshwari Vikhroli
Link Road that was part of the
Mumbai Urban Transport Pro-
ject (MUTP), is one of the two
east-west connectivity links in
the city. Despite work being
almost complete, a less than
1/2 km stretch where an over-
bridge is yet to be constructed
has become a major bottle-

neck. The girders for the over-
bridge arrived a few months
ago, but permissions have
been pending.

''The commissioner of rail-
way safety (central circle) has
accorded permission not just
for the launching of girders of

JVLR bridge at Kanjur Marg,
but also for the one
at Kopri near Thane.
Work will begin by
November 14 simul-
taneously and would
probably go on for a week,''
said Vidyadhar Malegaonkar,

chief spokesperson, Central
Railway. 

Harassed by the
problem, regular
motorists and citi-
zens, including those

from upmarket Powai com-
plexes, IT professionals and of-

fice goers had chalked out an
innovative campaign, involv-
ing posters, a walkathon, a
nukkad natak and even a Face-
book page, to garner support
and catch the attention of the
authorities. 

Catchy slogans included —
What will happen sooner?
Kasab's hanging or the com-
pletion of the bridge? Will
petrol prices cross Rs1OO be-
fore the bridge is ready?
Should the bridge be named
Adarsh so that it gets all its per-
missions?

"We are thankful to the rail-
ways for granting the much
awaited permission,'' said Vin-
od Sharma, the citizen activist
who had launched the cam-
paign and the Facebook Page.

Citizen activism ‘bridges’ JVLR gap  
Central Railway says
the bridge will be
ready by the third
week of this month

DNA Correspondent

Investigations into the al-
leged gang-rape of a 22-
year-old girl in Chembur
have revealed that the vic-
tim has a habit of sleep
walking. And it was during
one such sleepwalking in-
cident that she fell prey to
a gang of men who pro-
ceeded to rape her.

The police said three
people have been arrested
in the case and they are
looking for two more.

Suman Rao (name
changed) was reportedly
raped for two hours in an
autorickshaw before being
dumped near Chunabhatti.
A police patrol team found
the girl in a bad condition
and rushed her to Sion
Hospital for treatment.

The RCF police in Chem-
bur are currently investi-
gating the case. 

According to officials, on
the day of the incident, the
victim walked away from
her home. While she was
wandering on the road,  the
accused pushed her into

the autorickshaw they
were travelling in and al-
legedly raped her repeat-
edly for two hours, said the
police.

The RCF police initiating
the investigation picked up
the accused based on in-
formation provided by the
victim. Officials said the
victim also seems to be
mentally unstable.

“Efforts are on to trace
the absconding accused.
We are making a water-
tight case against them
and will be filing the
charge sheet soon,” said an
official.

Gang-rape victim
a ‘sleepwalker’

DNA Correspondent

The Mumbai crime branch on
Wednesday sought a 45-day ex-
tension for filing its final report
on the J Dey murder case in the
special Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
court. The court has kept the
plea hearing for Thursday, when
it is likely to pass an order. The
court had earlier directed the
crime branch to file the charge
sheet by November 2. 

The crime branch in the plea
for seeking further extension has
informed the court that there are
further angles to be probed and
some clues need thorough in-
vestigation. Under the MCOCA
Act, a charge sheet can be filed
within 180 days of applying the
MCOCA. But after 90 days, per-
mission of the court for any ex-

tension needs to be taken.
According to officials, the

charge sheet is likely to name
Chhota Rajan and firearms sup-
plier Nain Singh Bisht as want-
ed accused. The police arrested
seven persons on June 27: Rohee
Thangappan Joseph alias Satish
Kalya, 34, Abhijeet Kasharam
Shinde, 28, Arun Janardan Dake,
27, Sachin Suresh Gaikwad, 27,
Anil Bhanudas Waghmode, 35,
Nilesh Narayan Shedge alias

Bablu, 34, and Mangesh
Damodar Agawane, 25.

They later arrested Vinod As-
rani alias Vinod Chembur, a
builder and bookie who is
known to be a close associate of
Chhota Rajan; Paulson Joseph,
another close aide of the gang-
ster; and Deepak Sisodiya, who
allegedly supplied the weapons.
The police are still clueless
about the motive behind the
murder. 

J Dey murder: Police seek 
45 days to file final report  
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● BOOKS

The city’s very own
literature festival — The
Mumbai LitFest — is back!
Head to see book launches,
and be part of lively
discussions and book
reading sessions. Entry is
free. Seating is on a first-
come-first-served basis
When: Ongoing, till
November 6 
Where: Tata Theatre, NCPA,
Nariman Point

● ACTIVE

Enroll at Mumbai Shimmies
for new batches of belly
dancing for beginners with
celebrity belly dancer Preeti
Kochar. Experience this
dance form which helps one
experience the ultimate
expression of one's self. The
classes are open to all
When: November 6 onwards
Where: Pulse — The Dance
Studio, Santa Cruz
Timing: Wednesday and
Thursday - 2pm to 3pm;
Sunday - 10.30am to 12pm 
Contact: 98208 71257

Attend The Big Splash with
Orca Dive Club and learn
how to scuba dive at
Khopoli. In two days,
complete two modules of the
'PADI' open-water course —
the 'Confined Water Dive'
and the 'Knowledge Review'.
On completion of this
weekend, you will be ready
to dive at exotic locations
such as Maldives,
Andamans, Lakshadweep
and many more where your
PADI certification will be
completed.
When: Nov 5 to Nov 6
Contact: For reservations,
call 2492 8175/1541

● ART

See artist Apet Pramod’s
recent works on canvas in
acrylic colours — Little
World. The works are
mostly based on childhood
memories of life in rural
areas of Maharashtra, the
gurukul system of education
prevalent there and its
impact on traditions
Where: Hirji Jehangir Art
Gallery, Kala Ghoda
When: Ongoing, till Nov 7
Timing: 11am to 7pm
Contact: 98507 07459

Gallery Art & Soul presents
Familiar Sounds... Lasting
Silence — sculptures by
Ankit Patel, which will take
you on a nostalgic journey
down memory lane,
weaving tales of village life
with a twist
Where: Gallery Art & Soul,
Worli
When: Ongoing, till Nov 14
Timing: 10am to 7pm
Contact: 2496 5798 or visit
www.galleryartnsoul.com

● FUNDRAISER

Comedian Raju Shrivastav is
performing for a fundraiser
organised by ALERT INDIA,
a Mumbai NGO working
towards eradicating leprosy.
Donor passes are available
for Rs1,500, Rs1,000, Rs500
and Rs300
When: Saturday, Nov 5
Where: Bhaidas Hall, near
Mithibhai College, Vile Parle 
Timing: 8pm onwards
Contact: For passes, call
Rhythm House: 43222701 or
ALERT INDIA: 98210 92275

Send your event details to 
dnalistings@gmail.com 
You can also fax them at

3980 1000/4 or 
call 3988 8888

BEST 
ride in town

Fast, easy
and friendly
ZERO WAITING TIME: The BEST
claims there will be virtually no
“waiting time” for commuters who
want to travel in these buses. There
are enough buses on these two routes
to ensure that the sleek, low floor
Starbuses will be available every
minute for passengers travelling on
the “ring routes”

FAST, INEXPENSIVE AND
CONVENIENT: The ring routes
have been designed keeping in
mind the needs of those travellers
who have to reach office quickly
from outside the railway
stations. The fare has been
kept very low at Rs5. 

DISABLED-FRIENDLY
BUSES: To facilitate
movement for
disabled
commuters, a
footrest facility
at the door of the
low floor
Starbuses has
been provided. 

HELPLINES AND
CONTACT
NUMBERS: Two
numbers — a 24-hour
toll free helpline (1800-
227550) and an official
number (2413 7937) will
provide information about
the service to passengers 

Chhatrapati Shivaji
Terminus

Fort
Market

Khadi
Bhandar

Reserve
Bank of India

Hutatma
Chowk

Old Custom
House

Fort Ferry Route 1 Fort Ferry Route 2

Churchgate
station

Cricket Club of India

National Centre for
Performing Arts
(NCPA)

Bajaj Bhavan/NCPA Dr Shyamprakash Mukherjee
Chowk (Museum)

General
Post
Office

The Fort Ferry service, starting
today, will offer seamless travel
to regular commuters

Graphic: Ravi Jadhav

THE CASE
A 22-year-old girl was
reportedly gang-raped for
two hours in an auto before
being dumped near
Chunabhatti

A police patrol team
found the girl in a bad
condition and rushed her to
Sion Hospital

Three people have been
arrested in the case

THANE BRIDGE TOO GETS NOD
Work on the controversial Kopri
bridge in Thane also received a
formal nod on Tuesday by railway
authorities. Work on the bridge had
begun in 2003, but was suspended
two years ago after one of the
girders and a water pipeline fell over
a local train, killing the motorman.
The bridge is expected to improve
east-west connectivity in Thane. File photo of the incomplete bridge on JVLR

Looking back
J Dey, a senior reporter, was shot dead in
broad daylight by four motorcycle-borne
assailants on June 11 this year, allegedly
at the behest of underworld gangster
Chhota Rajan. The crime branch has
arrested 10 persons and invoked charges
under the special MCOCA act

What Mumbai will have in the
next 20 years is six to seven

different modes of transport
crammed in 437 sq km — a

hotchpotch of everything with
no coordination and inter-

connectivity

● a_rajendra@dnaindia.net ● inbox@dnaindia.net

An amusement park called Mumbai
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Hand Painting of Fort Pheri Buses
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Hand Painting of Fort Pheri Buses
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Painted Route-1 & Route-2 Buses
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Preparations on Opening Day
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At The Launch 3rd Nov. 2011
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Route Maps at Bus Stops
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Route Map Inside Fort Pheri Buses
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Mohamed Thaver
■ mohamed.thaver@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: While investigating the
role of a journalist in the mur-
der of veteran crime reporter J
Dey, the police have found that
the journalist had taken pictures
of the registration plate of
Dey’s motorcycle a few months
before he was killed. 

The journalist allegedly sent
the photograph, along with
some of Dey’s newspaper arti-
cles, to gangster Chhota Rajan,
police said. 

An officer part of the inves-
tigations said on condition of
anonymity, “So far, we have
found that the journalist in ques-
tion had sent a photograph of
the bike used by Dey. Also, the
online versions of his articles
written on Rajan were mailed
to the gangster.”

The officer said they were try-
ing to gather evidence for the
latest facts that have emerged. 

Dey, working with the
English tabloid Mid Day, was
shot dead by four motorcycle-
borne assailants in Powai on
June 11.

The police have so far arrest-
ed 11 persons in the case, includ-
ing sharp shooter Satish Kalia
and cricket bookie Vinod Asrani
alias Vinod Chembur. 

The police had slapped
MCOCA charges on the accused
on July 8. 

The journalist came under the
radar as the police suspected
that it was this reporter who had
passed details about the victim
to Rajan. 

The police have so far not sub-
mitted the charge sheet in the
murder case.
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COURT CALLS 
FOR HASAN ALI’S 
MEDICAL REPORTS
HT Correspondent
■ htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Pune businessman
Hasan Ali Khan, who had suf-
fered a stroke and a paralytic
attack, has moved an applica-
tion for admission to a hospital
for medical treatment.

The principal judge of the ses-
sion court on Wednesday said
he was not satisfied with the
records produced by jail author-
ities and called for all medical
reports from Arthur Road Jail
and JJ hospital for the next hear-
ing on Thursday.

According to Khan’s lawyer,
Prateek Bagaria, the jail author-
ities had taken Khan to JJ hos-
pital for various tests including
MRI scans.

However, there is no clear
statement made by them
regarding Khan’s condition as
yet, Bagaria said.

The application states that
the authorities at Arthur Road
Jail did not admit him to a hos-
pital when he suffered the
stroke.

Khan is being investigated by
for alleged money-laundering
and huge funds stashed in for-
eign banks. After being arrest-
ed by the Enforcement
Directorate, Khan was granted
bail by the Bombay high court
on Aug 12, but the apex court
cancelled it on September 30.

HT Correspondent
■ htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: After two days of low
pressure and irregular supply,
parts of south Mumbai will again
face a 24-hour water cut on
Thursday.

The reason: repairing the 120-
year-old Tansa (West) pipeline
at Grant Road triggered off a
burst in the Tansa (East) water
main on Wednesday.

This will affect water supply
in areas such as Tardeo, Haji
Ali, Tulsiwadi, Malabar Hill,
Mumbai Central and Khetwadi. 

On Sunday, the water depart-
ment has started work on plug-
ging the leakages in the Tansa
(West) water main at Nana
Chowk. The work was com-
pleted on Tuesday.

“To repair the pipeline, we
had to divert the water supply
to Tansa (East). The additional
supply led to excessive pressure,
which resulted in a burst,” said
a source from the civic water
department. 

However, hydraulic engineer
Ramesh Bambale said he was-
n’t sure that the burst was due
to the additional pressure. “It
could be because the pipeline is
too old,” he said.

Although the civic body start-
ed leak detection in the after-
noon, it had failed to identify it
till late on Wednesday evening. 

“Tardeo, Tulsiwadi, Haji Ali,
Slater Road, Sane Guruji Marg
and Nana Chowk areas will not
get water if the leakage is big,”
said a civic official, adding that it
would take more time if the dam-
age is at the bottom of the pipeline. 

Also, BYL Nair hospital,
Kasturba Hospital, Mumbai
Central railway station, Grant
Road station and Mahalaxmi
railway yard will not get water
for the next 24 hours.

Supply at Girgaum,
Thakurdwar, Babulnath, Dhobi
Talao, Mumbai Central,
Khetwadi and Lamington Road
will also be affected. 

HT Correspondent
■ htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A 19-year-old youth
allegedly attempted suicide by
hanging himself at the
Veermata Jijabai Technological
Institute (VJTI) at Matunga on
Wednesday, police said. 

Marhoofuddin Shaikh had
attended three lectures at the
institute in the morning. However,
during lunch break, between 1pm
and 2pm, the first-year diploma
student allegedly tried to hang
himself from a pipe on the third-
floor balcony of the mechanical
department building. 

Lecturer, Somnath
Deshmukhya, and other students
who saw Shaikh quickly removed
the noose around his neck and
rushed him to Sion hospital. 

“Shaikh is now admitted to
the Intensive Respiratory Care
Unit and is on the ventilator. His
condition is critical,” said Dr
Rakesh Verma, assistant dean
at Sion hospital, adding that his
brain was deprived of adequate
oxygen. 

“We do not yet know the rea-
son for the attempted suicide,”
said Dilip Suryavanshi, assis-
tant commissioner of police,
Matunga division.

Shaikh was pursuing a diplo-
ma in textile chemistry. He had

dropped out of an engineering
diploma course in Nagpur after
two years before joining VJTI in
August. 

A resident of Chandrapur,
Shaikh did not get a room in the
institute’s hostel and was living
with his maternal aunt, Shagufta
Ali, in Thane. “He had complained
of a mild headache yesterday, but
was fine this morning,’ said Ali.
“He always said college was fun.
I don’t know why he took this step.”

According to Ali, Shaikh’s
parents were not keen on send-
ing him to Mumbai. “But he had
a craze to come here and make
it big,” she said, adding that
Shaikh’s parents are expected

to reach Mumbai on Thursday
morning.

MC Deo, VJTI director, and
NM Singh, dean of student
affairs, along with other pro-
fessors also rushed to the hos-
pital. “We do not know the cause
of the attempted suicide. It is
barely two months since the stu-
dent joined the course. Exams
are in December so stress can-
not be the cause,’ said Deo.

Shaikh’s classmates said he
was a “friendly person”, but they
did not know him well. “He was
not part of any group and was
older than us. During lunch break,
he ate by himself in the canteen,”
said one of his classmates.

WOMAN HELD
FOR STEALING 
Mohamed Thaver
■ mohamed.thaver@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI A 25-year-old woman
was arrested by the crime
branch for allegedly stealing
gold jewellery worth Rs2.20 lakh
from a store.

The police suspect that
Amruta Harichandani, report-
edly a student of a prominent
art school, may be suffering from
kleptomania. Originally from
Orissa, Harichandani belongs to
a well-to-do family, said officer
from the crime branch. 

On October 24, the CCTV
camera at PG Jewellers in
Andheri captured her walking
away with the gold jewellery. 

HT Correspondent
■ htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Those with offices at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus
(CST) and Churchgate can now
expect a better ride. Starting
Thursday, the Brihanmumbai
Electrical Supply and Transport
(BEST) undertaking will begin
a low-cost ring route service
called ‘Fort Ferry’ in this area.

The service will be inaugu-
rated by Shiv Sena executive
president Uddhav Thackeray. 

The project, initiated by BEST,
is part of the Fort Management
Plan proposed by the Urban
Design Research Institute in col-

laboration with the Federation
of Residents Trust. The new low-
floor bus service will start and
end at CST.

The buses will operate at a
four-minute frequency and will
cover CST, Ballard Estate, Shahid
Bhagat Singh Road, Regal,
Mantralaya, Vidhan Bhavan,
Marine Drive, Churchgate and
DN Road. It will cost Rs5 and a
monthly pass will be for Rs250.

“We are initiating this proj-
ect with 10 buses. It should real-
ly provide relief to those going
to office in morning and return-
ing home during peak hours,”
said Sunil Shinde, chairman,
BEST committee.

Another 24-hr water
cut in parts of SoBo
NO RELIEF Tansa (East) pipeline bursts after supply from other water main is diverted 

J  D E Y  M U R D E R  C A S E

VJTI student attempts
suicide on campus

‘Journalist gave Dey’s details to Rajan’

BEST’s Fort Ferry 
service to start today

■ Marhoofuddin Shaikh was admitted to Sion hospital after he tried
to hang himself on Wednesday. KUNAL PATIL/HT

■ Civic workers try to identify another pipeline burst at Nana Chowk on Wednesday. KUNAL PATIL/ HT PHOTO

CRIME BRANCH SEEKS 45-DAY EXTENSION
The crime branch has moved an
application before the special
MCOCA court hearing the J Dey
murder case seeking 45-day
extension to file the charge
sheet. 

The application says there are
certain fresh developments in
the case that needs to be probed. 

The police said the reports of a
journalist’s involvement had to
be verified and then the charge

sheet would be modified as per
the facts. 

Meanwhile, the investigating
agency has urged the court to
keep the accused in judicial and
not grant them bail. 

The court has kept the matter 
for arguments on Thursday and
has asked the prosecution 
to submit a computation of 
days of detention of the 
accused. ■ J Dey was shot on June 11.

SUPPLY AND DEMAND NO END TO WATER WOES
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AFFECTED IN
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Mumbai Central

Khetwadi 

Babulnath, 
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ABOUT THE TANSA PIPELINES
Tansa (E) and Tansa (W) pipelines supply water to the island city: Colaba, Fort, Nariman
Point, Marine Lines, Dongri, Bhuleshwar, Malabar Hill, Dhobi Talao, Grant Road, Khetwadi,
Girgaum, Thakurdwar, Dadar, Worli, Prabhadevi, Chinchpokli, Parel, Mahim and Matunga

DIFFICULTIES IN REPLACING THE PIPELINES 
■ If the pipelines need to be replaced, a 3-4m
wide trench has to be dug up. This will be 
difficult due to narrow, congested roads in these
areas.
■ For pipelines to be replaced, water will have to
be supplied through another pipeline. 
■ Due to narrow roads and multiple utilities under
the roads, laying another pipeline system is 
practically impossible in the island city.

BMC’S PLAN 
The BMC has started construction
of Marol-Maroshi to Ruparel
College tunnel in south central
Mumbai and SK Patil Udyan-
Malabar Hill and Malabar Hill-
Cross Maidan tunnel,which will be
commissioned in a year,
will help ease water woes in the
island city. 

pipelines are
very vulnerable
to leakages and
bursting, which

leads to frequent 
water cuts.

is the length of each
of the pipelines,
which run parallel to
each other, along

with the Vaitarna main
pipeline.

These pipelines run under
the carriageway of major
arterial roads like Gokhale
Road and Nana Chowk. 

120
years 

old

20
km in 
length

is the diameter
of the pipeline57inches 
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