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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This executive summary presents a brief snapshot of UDRI’s achievements and milestones in the 

reporting period of February 2015 to March 2016. Further details as well as images can be found in the 

main body of the report on the following pages.  

 

UDRI published the Mumbai Reader 16 (Marathi Edition) which was launched on April 7, 2016 at the 

Kitab Khana, Fort. For the upcoming anthology, we have compiled 21 articles from various authors 

which include some of the most recent perspectives on culture, economy, geography and history of the 

city.  

 

UDRI also co-organised two Public Forum events. From 6th January to 20th March 2016, the State of 

Architecture (SOA) Exhibition: Practices and Processes in India and the Sandhya Savant Memorial 

Lecture by Neelkanth Chhaya titled –‘Time and The Practice of Architecture’. Over 300 persons attended 

the memorial lecture. 

 

In addition, the UDRI also helped raise public participation in the process of planning the Mumbai 

Development Plan 2014-2034 by advocating for and achieving public consultation on the plan through 

various topic-wise stakeholder group consultation workshops and ward-wise meetings in every ward. 

These covered all 24 administrative wards of the city. The consultations were held in May 2016 and 

received enthusiastic participation from citizens as well as Corporators and MLA’s.  

 

In terms of the Eastern Waterfront project, the Ministry of Shipping appointed UDRI as part of a 

committee to prepare a roadmap for the redevelopment and rejuvenation of Mumbai’s waterfront and 

port lands. Pankaj Joshi, Executive Director, is UDRI’s representative on the committee. The MPLDC 

report has been submitted to the Government of India as of January 2015. 

 

As part of its involvement with the Fort Management Plan, UDRI was invited to be a part of the Mumbai 

Transportation Think-thank while carrying out a preliminary context analysis of M.G. road, as a pilot site, 

examining barriers to pedestrian mobility and proposing urban design interventions. 
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  Activities undertaken by UDRI and their Output 
 

The UDRI undertook many activities to further its projects including the MumbaiDP27SEVEN project. The 

projects are as listed below in categories: 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
|Outreach | Capacity Buildings | Dissemination| Advocacy| 

 

OUTCOME OF PUBLICATIONS 

 The Mumbai Reader Marathi 16 was launched in April 2016 and 1000 copies have been printed. 

UDRI has also circulated complementary copies to over 200 Libraries and Institutions in India. 

 UDRI also published a Portfolio of all the Art Deco buildings along the Oval Maidan. This was jointly 

published with the Sir JJ College of Architecture. Total 1000 Copies published. 

 

MUMBAI READER 16 (MARATHI EDITION) 
The publication, a multi-lingual compilation that presents citizens with a broad understanding on current 

urban issues. Mumbai Reader 2016 is an attempt to provide a glimpse of the complex dynamics of the 

city of Mumbai. The aim of Mumbai Reader has always been, to closely archive changes in order to be 

able to reflect both on the present and future. The contents of the Reader include some of the most 

recent perspectives on culture, economy, geography and history of the city. Following is the list of 

articles received for the Mumbai Reader 16. The book was launched in April 2016 in 1000 copies.  

 

List of Articles for Mumbai Reader 16 

The articles were translated to Marathi by Pratibha Gopujkar, Hemant Karnik, Rohit Choudhary, Meena 

Deval, Vijaya Chauhan, Shrikant Sutar and Samir Bhure. The evaluation of the articles was done by 

Pratibha Gopujkar and Apurwa Kumbhar and the proofreading was done by Pratibha Gopujkar. The 

compilation and editing was done by Dipti Shukla, Dhara Mehta and Apurwa Kumbhar. The graphic 

design of the book was created by Mr. Gufran Shaikh. 
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DECO ON THE OVAL (A PORTFOLIO OF FACADES AND RELIEFS) 
The Publication by Sir J.J. College of Architecture and Urban Design Research Institute is a portfolio 

containing 20 plates of the reconstructed elevations and details of Bombay’s Art Deco buildings along 

the Oval Maidan. An Exhibition – Celebrating Bombay’s Best Loved Art Deco Facades curated by Prof. 

Mustansir Dalvi was held at The Claude Batley Gallery at the Sir J.J. College of Architecture. 
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CHALLENGES FACED:  

 

1. The Mumbai Reader is published annually however since it is a compilation of articles from various 

authors it takes considerable effort to create it into one cohesive document. 

2. The timelines for the Reader have to be kept flexible to accommodate late but interesting articles 

from Authors. As these include compilations of news events from Mumbai, developing stories 

particularly pose a challenge as more detailed information and analyses emerge over time.  

3. The Articles have to go through comprehensive proof reading to make the language at par with all 

articles in the reader.  

4. Translating the articles into Marathi has been particularly difficult as there are very few translators 

and evaluators who are well-versed in the specific vocabulary of urban development terms. After 

the work of translation is completed, a comprehensive quality check, editing and proof reading of 

the translation is carried out internally to ensure consistency of language at par with all articles in 

the reader.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

5. Printing and managing of inventory at UDRI is becoming difficult on account of a growing physical 

space crunch. As the years progress it is foreseen that storing future inventories of Mumbai Readers 

may be difficult with storage space fast depleting.  
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 PUBLIC FORUM 
|Outreach | Capacity Buildings | Dissemination| Advocacy| 

 

UDRI undertook six public forum events for propagation of thoughts on Urban Design and Architecture 

in order to prepare the City to better understand the Planning implications of the Development Plan for 

Mumbai. The Public forum is a tool to reach out to the City and share the information that UDRI has 

generated over the course of its projects. It is a platform to debate the various ideas on development in 

Mumbai. It also opens the world of professional planning to young aspirants in the field of Urban Design, 

Planning and Architecture.  

 Sharada Dwivedi Memorial Lecture 

 State of Architecture Exhibition 

 Sandhya Sawant Memorial Lecture 

 Charles Correa Gold Medal Jury 

 SEA Conversations 

 Built Heritage Studies and Conservation Module VI, 2015-16 

 

CHALLENGES FACED:  

1. The most significant challenge UDRI’s Public Forum faces is securing publicity for its events to tap 

into sections of stakeholders that have hitherto been uninvolved in urban issues. UDRI’s mandate is 

to engage all stakeholder groups, to inform and understand the various problems posed in 

Mumbai’s growth. While outreach to various sections has taken place, there are still some 

challenges in evincing and sustaining connections to these groups for sustained involvement in 

urban issues and studies.  

2. The logistics involved in hosting the public event involves considerable resources which are often 

limited for the organization. 

3. Preparing a definite schedule for an entire year is a challenge as most of the projects on which the 

public forum depends upon are dynamic and with varying timelines. 

4. Donor restrictions on type of hospitality offered can greatly hinder the outcomes of the Public 

event. 

 

SHARADA DWIVEDI MEMORIAL LECTURE  
Topic: The Ephemeral Megacity: Mumbai to the Kumbh Mela 

Speaker: Rahul Mehrotra 

12th June, 2016 

Venue: Coomaraswamy Hall, CSMVS 

 

Sharada Dwivedi came to be known as the Biographer of Bombay in the words of Charles Correa. A 

librarian by background, she came into prominence with her many publications on the city including 

Bombay: The Cities Within (1995), Fort Walks: Around Bombay’s Fort Area (1999) and Anchoring a City 

Line: the History of the Western Suburban Railway and its Headquarters in Bombay (2000). She was also 

a trustee of the Urban Design Research Institute. With her passing away in 2012, the UDRI decided to 

host a memorial lecture every year as a tribute to her achievements. 
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STATE OF ARCHITECTURE (SOA) EXHIBITION:  PRACTICES AND PROCESSES IN 

INDIA  
 

Topic: Exhibition from 6 January to 20 March, 2016 

Venue: National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), Mumbai 

 

The exhibition titled ‘The State of Architecture: Practice and Processes in India’ at NGMA was organised 

under the co-curation of Rahul Mehrotra, Kaiwan Mehta and Ranjit Hoskote. 

The goal of this exhibition was to stimulate discourses on the current state of architecture in India and 

the emergent models of practices since 1990. It was intended that the exhibition brings to the surface 

not only current issues but also the nature of responses emerging across the Indian landscape. 

The objective was to make this reading accessible to the lay audience as well as professionals and 

students of architecture across the country. 

 

 

 
 

THE SANDHYA SAVANT MEMORIAL LECTURE 
Topic: Time and The Practice of Architecture 
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Speaker: Neelkanth Chhaya 

19th January, 2016 

Venue: Sir JJ College of Architecture 

 

Sandhya Savant was a Conservation Architect, an alum of Sir JJ College of Architecture, who made a 

tremendous contribution in the realm of conservation practice in the city of Mumbai before passing 

away suddenly in 2006. Since then, and upon request by her family, UDRI uses her memorial as an 

opportunity to deliberate on urban issues.  

This year, the Urban Design Research Institute, in collaboration with the Sir JJ College of Architecture, 

organised ‘The Sandhya Savant Memorial Lecture’. The talk featured Professor Neelkanth Chhaya, who 

spoke about the practice of architecture in its relation to time. Chhaya has worked in the field in Nairobi, 

Kenya, from 1975-82, and then moved base to India. He founded the Mandala Design Services in 

Vadodara, with partners Kallol Joshi and Sohan Neelkanth, and was the Dean of the Faculty of 

Architecture, CEPT, Ahmedabad where he taught for 24 years. 

 

Attendance: 300 

  
 

 

THE CHARLES CORREA GOLD MEDAL (Jury and Exhibition) 
Jurors: Pankaj Joshi, Rahul Mehrotra, Narendra Dengle, Dean D’Cruz, Sameep Padora, Kaiwan Mehta 

10th February, 2016 

Venue: Urban Design Research Institute (UDRI) 

 

The Urban Design Research Institute, Mumbai (UDRI) has been awarding the Charles Correa Gold Medal 

for the best Design Dissertation from the Schools of Architecture in Mumbai and other selected schools 

outside the city since 2001. This year, the gold medal was held in alignment with the State of 

Architecture and an exhibition of the top 10 entries was displayed at Rampart Row Pavement Gallery 

from 25th February 2016 to 14th March 2016. The winning entry was announced on 11th March 2016 at 

the launch of the Charles Correa exhibition, ‘Building as Ideas: The Un-built Work of Charles Correa’ at 

Max Mueller Bhavan.  

The winning entry was named “Ageing in place” and boldly presented a counter solution to the business 

as usual redevelopment under section 33/7 and 33/9.  The proposal instead emphasized repair and 

reconstruction with embedded implication of urban conservation and minimal intervention in the urban 
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fabric. The project was particularly commended for both operating at the macro scale by constructing 

this alternate narrative, but also at the micro scale where a new block, circulation system, and 

community spaces and amenities are skilfully integrated, in order to adapt the historic chawl structure 

by retro-fitting into a space for multi – generational continued care while allowing ageing in place. 

 

 

    

 
 

SEA CONVERSATIONS 
 

UDRI collaborated with the School of Environment and Architecture to host a series of conversations 

between invited urban professionals and students of architecture. The series began with a book launch 

and talk by Gautam Bhan called, ‘In the Public’s Interest: Evictions, Citizenship and Inequality in 

Contemporary Delhi’. Five more such talks were held in March and April 2016 as follows: 

 

18th March - Hussain Indorewala & Shweta Wagh on ‘Transformative Urban Praxis: From Projects to 

Processes’ 

28th March - Hirante Welandawe on her work 

1st April - Sudhir Patwardhan on ‘The City as Artists See it’ 



[Type text] 

 

Page 12 of 86 

 

 

UDRI Report 
 Activities | Outcomes | Learnings | Way forward | Mar2015 to Mar2016 

U R B A N
D E S I G N
R E S E A R C H
I N S T I T U T E

29th April - Kalpit Ashar & Mayuri Sisodia on their practice Mad(e) in Mumbai 
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BUILT HERITAGE STUDIES AND CONSERVATION MODULE VI, 2015-2016 
 

This annual workshop is organised by CSMVS, MMR Heritage Conservation Society and Sir JJ College of 

Architecture. The workshop is designed over several modules for mid-career professionals and 

comprises of practical work, illustrated lectures, and case study presentations on Urban Conservation. 

The workshop team comprises of eminent practitioners and experts of Urban Conservation, Landscape 

Conservation and Environment Conservation.  
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MumbaiDP24 SEVEN  
|Capacity Buildings | Research| Networking| 

 

The UDRI believes that to arrive at holistic solutions for urban development and city wide problems it 

has to undertake the following issued under the ambit of Development Planning in Mumbai: 

 Research the city’s civic problems; 

 Hold stakeholder meetings to build consensus for civic problems which then are presented to the 

authorities for their consideration; 

 As a final recourse to make legal interventions in matters which are of citywide importance; 

 Engage with Indian and International experts to advance and disseminate the knowledge of urban 

policy in Mumbai for the common benefit.  

 Creates public awareness through its Research and Resource Center that houses books, periodicals, 

maps on urban issues worldwide, for free access to citizens which creates an informed citizenry. 

Over 5000 people have over the years used and referred to, free of cost, the collection of 1100 

books, 700 reports, 275 maps, 35 research reports and 75000 newspaper clippings.  

 Undertake publications which document the city’s infrastructure, culture, economy and social fabric. 

 Since 2006 the UDRI publishes annually the Mumbai Reader in English, Marathi, and Hindi which is a 

compilation of Mumbai related writings by eminent people.  

 Organize lectures by renowned scholars and activists to disseminate knowledge and suggest 

solutions on urban issues for Greater Mumbai.  

 Actively engage with the media to canvas its point of view on civic problems. 

  

The following projects listed below are an integral part of the MumbaiDP24SEVEN project as they 

constantly feed into the understanding of local areas, practical issues at implementation level and wider 

understanding of the City itself. They also keep UDRI in the Public domain with continued interaction 

with Municipal officers for implementation of larger visions required for the Mumbai Development Plan. 

 

1. Fort Management Plan 

a. Pedestrian priority plan for Kala Ghoda precinct 

b. Refurbishment and Upgradation of M.G. Road 

c. Repair and restoration of Heritage Pyau at Horniman Circle 

d. Organizing Public Space at Churchgate station 

e. Re-installation of Fitzgerald fountain at Metro Junction at M.G. Road 

f. Repair and restoration of Kothari Pyau on M.G. Road  

2. Eastern Waterfront 

a. Mumbai Port Trust Land Development Committee (MPLDC) 
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REFURBISHMENT AND UPGRADATION OF M.G. ROAD, MUMBAI 
 

UDRI has always propagated need for prioritising pedestrian paths and movement over other modes of 

Transport. As a part of Fort Management Plan initiated by UDRI there were intensive studies done in 

Fort precinct area to understand pedestrian and vehicular traffic. There were recommendations made in 

the report to improve pedestrian priority movement and enhance the walking experience by urban 

design interventions. As a part of this plan the stretch from Metro node to Regal in the south, a very 

important spine of the Fort heritage precinct, was selected as a pilot site.  

 

UDRI has conducted surveys to document barriers to pedestrian mobility which includes substandard 

materials, positioning of hawkers, utilities, bus stops, road crossing etc. This helped in making area 

specific recommendations and phasing of the project. A series of meetings and presentations have been 

made to the Assistant Municipal Commissioner, WardA on various issues to be addressed under the 

project. 

 

Site survey and photo documentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey, documentation drawings:  

 

Survey, documentation drawings:  

 
 

Pathway encroached by BMC chowkies Parking on road creating visual obstacle and unsafe  
Conditions for walk 
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PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY PLAN FOR KALA GHODA PRECINCT 
 

The internal streets of the Fort area are overburdened with parked vehicles, food hawkers, street stalls 

making pedestrian commuters difficult to navigate the path. Removing one of the elements – thru traffic 

– can greatly reduce the congestion in the streets. This was suggested in the Fort Management Plan 

initiated by UDRI in 2003.  

Four major internal streets which are, Nagindas Master Road, Perin Nariman Road, Bora Bazaar Road, 

and K. Dubash Marg can be considered for pedestrianisation as a pilot. 

The conversion could begin on a trial basis, making it pedestrian friendly for a few hours on week days 

and extending it to weekends. The eventual results should be a completely pedestrian-friendly street 

free of motorized vehicles. This can be done slowly in phases in order to reclaim the street for 

pedestrians by means of very soft interventions. Later, once the space is reclaimed physical 

interventions would follow in order to reclaim the space first, would include: 

 

 Re- price parking and encourage short term parking only initially. 

 Removal of the parking entirely in phases. 

 Painting and extending the sidewalks and reducing vehicular lanes simultaneously. 

 Making the road one way eventually reducing vehicular movement. 

 Establish and enforce timings for loading and unloading of service vehicles.  

 Installing retractable bollards for restricting vehicles. 

Physical intervention in in the later stages, would include: 

 Installation of street furniture, signage, lighting etc.  

 Retractable stalls for hawkers, Eatery stalls with open seating area, exhibition stalls, etc.  

 

Streets identified for Pedestranisation: 

     Bora Bazaar Street                             Perin Nariman Street                                   N. Master Road 
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RESTORATION OF HERITAGE PYAU AT HORNIMAN CIRCLE 
 

The Fort management Plan was initiated by UDRI as an effort to safeguard and conserve the culturally 

and historically significant Fort precinct. As a part of this plan, need for social amenities such as water 

fountains, toilets and seating was studied. Recommendations were made to conserve and renovate the 

heritage pyaus that are neglected and disused and brought back in public use. 

 

Kalaghoda Association has taken an initiative to commission a conservation project of one of such 

Heritage Pyau located at Horniman Circle. This Heritage Pyau at Horniman Circle marks the existence of 

well (now underground) that was built as an act of charity during early 18th century. At a later stage, 

with the growth of water pipelines and reservoirs, the well itself was no longer actively used and built 

over by a commemorative pyau (drinking water fountain). The plaque on the pyau cites 1873 as its year 

of construction. 

 

Today, the pyau and its immediate vicinity are still actively used by commuters and the elderly for 

resting under the old banyan tree. The space is comparatively cooler and is ideal for resting while 

walking in the sun. The cattle water trough around the pyau is used as sitting bench by people. A later 

addition to the one-storeyed pyau structure provides a residence to a caretaker appointed by the trust 

that maintains the pyau. The caretaker of the space continues the act of charity by serving people with 

water filled in huge brass pots under the tree. Water from here is also filled in small tankers to serve at 

different places.   

 

The pyau stands as a memory to the well that was sunk as part of the urban design scheme. Yet, while it 

still provides water and respite to people, the structure itself is in poor condition and in need of repair.  

UDRI will be taking up task to analyse the existing condition of the pyau and its immediate surroundings 

and makes recommendations for its repair and restoration. 
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ORGANIZING PUBLIC SPACE AT CHURCHGATE STATION  
 

The project to re-organise public space at Churchgate station was initiated by Assistant Municipal 

Commissioner of A ward. This project is conceptualized as an attempt to provide better infrastructure to 

commuters and as urban design intervention to add quality to space. 

UDRI was approached to assess the utilisation and functioning of space and provide design concepts to 

add value to the usage and aesthetics of the area. There were site visits and photo documentation done 

to map the space utilization and issues faced by the users. Based on its study, UDRI made a series of 

presentations to showcase proposed interventions to the Assistant Municipal Commissioner of A ward. 

 

 



[Type text] 

 

Page 19 of 86 

 

 

UDRI Report 
 Activities | Outcomes | Learnings | Way forward | Mar2015 to Mar2016 

U R B A N
D E S I G N
R E S E A R C H
I N S T I T U T E
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RE-INSTALLATION OF FITZGERALD FOUNTAIN AT METRO JUNCTION AT M.G. 

ROAD IN WARD A, MUMBAI 

 

The “Fitzgerald Fountain & Lamp” was erected in 1867 by the Esplanade Committee in Honour of Sir 

Seymour Fitzgerald, the Governor of Bombay between 1867-1872. This colossal lamp post-fountain once 

occupied the junction near Metro Cinema is currently housed in Bhau Daji Lad Museum. In the mid-

1960s, on a wave of patriotic fervor, the statues were all removed from locations around town and 

moved to the museum. 

In 2015, the Mumbai Heritage Conservation Committee initiated a proposal to repair and re-install the 

fountain to its original location where it would revitalize the urban node at Metro and bring visibility to 

the fountain itself. UDRI is currently working on the proposal for the same. 

 

 
                                  Existing Plan                                                                  Proposed Plan 
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MUMBAI PORT TRUST LAND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Ministry of Shipping constituted a Committee for preparing a road map for the development of Mumbai 

Ports waterfront and Port lands. Pankaj Joshi (Executive Director of UDRI) was appointed as a member 

of The Mumbai Port Land Development Committee (MPLDC). The composition of the team involved 

people of having expertise in fields of planning and urban governance and development. 
Members:  

1. Ms. Rani Jadhav, IAS (Retd.), Former Chairperson of MbPT ,Chairperson MPLDC 

2. Rajiv Mishra, Architect & Urban Planner 

3. Pankaj Joshi, Conservation Architect & Executive Director, UDRI 

4. Hafeez Contractor, AIIAGD Arch, MS Arch & UD (USA) 

5. Nanik Rupani, Past President of Indian Merchants Chamber 

6. Christopher Benninger, Architect & Urban Planner 

7. R.C. Sinha, Special Invitee, IAS (Retd.) 

8. Manu Kumar Shrivastava, Special invitee ,Principal Secretaries, Urban Development 

9. S.K. Sharma, Special invitee ,Road  Transport and Tourism, Government of Maharashtra 

10. Ravi M. Parmar, Chairman-Mumbai Port Trust-Member- Secretary and convenor  

Co-opted members:  

11. Narinder Nayar, Mumbai First  

12. B.C. Khatua, IAS (Retd.), Mumbai Transformation Support Unit  

 

Vision Document 

The task of the committee was to prepare a vision document that gives a clear understanding of present 

conditions of Mumbai Port Land and recommendations that will put Mumbai back on track to become a 

vibrant, economic engine, boasting a high quality of life for all strata of its citizens. 

 

The process for preparing the document involved following stages: 

Committee Meetings:  A series of Committee meetings were held to take suggestions and inputs from 

various stakeholders that involved Mumbai Port trust officials, various government agencies and 

organisations and individuals from India and abroad. UDRI has consistently assisted in compiling the 

minutes of meetings, suggestions and making presentations that helped process the data and 

discussions taken place during the meetings. 

 

Site Visits: UDRI took the initiative to map the delineated site for scope of study and make crucial 

observations and suggestion on the same. Mapping involved multiple site visits to photograph and 

survey the site for on- ground analysis. 
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Documentation and Analysis: Site surveys were further mapped and produced in drawing format for an 

easy assessment of the area during discussions in the meeting. The printed drawings were submitted to 

Mumbai port trust officials for their comments on land use and future proposals which helped 

committee evaluate land under port and non-port activities. 

 

Report Generation: UDRI worked on a draft formulation of the report which underwent a process of 

review multiple times by the committee members. This involved rigorous printing of multiple drafts to 

be circulated to members and re-drafting the same based on reviews and comments. UDRI extended the 

support till final graphic design and printing of the report which involved tireless effort of compiling and 

collating information and data of diverse nature. 
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DIGITAL INCLUSION  
 

Access to the internet is being increasingly seen as an essential driver for empowerment and a platform 

on which to engage low-income communities. It would also provide an opportunity for transparent 

governance and a powerful tool for citizens to access knowledge, essential services e-governance and 

co-ordination during disasters, which are most needed by low-income communities. However, 

broadband infrastructure planning hasn’t been visualized by Mumbai yet, as compared to other global 

cities, despite the positive implications for development. While telecom and usage of mobiles has 

penetrated deep within Indian cities, the demand for broadband has not surfaced on a large scale from 

the citizens.  

 

Within this context and the opportunity for change presented by Mumbai’s ongoing Development Plan, 

UDRI initiated an Information and Communication Infrastructure project supported by the Ford 

Foundation in 2013. Inputs from stakeholder meetings helped streamline a set of planning principles 

that were submitted to the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai in order that the city visualize 

Digital Inclusion via the implementation of a broadband infrastructure plan in the context of the 

Development Plan 2034. UDRI’s particular focus is on a large population of potential users from 

marginalized settlements that have traditionally remained excluded by service providers, thus resulting 

in a digital divide. Understanding land use requirements for physical installation of these networks is a 

key step to provide opportunities for the urban poor. 

 

Several significant impacts have emerged out of this project, including the absorption of a public 

discourse on Wi-Fi within the manifesto of parties in the local and assembly elections, the inclusion of 

the concept in the draft Housing Policy of the Government of Maharashtra and more recently, in the 

Revised Development Plan of Mumbai 2034. 

 

In addition to the larger goal of Digital Inclusion, UDRI has also developed a web-based GIS database on 

Mumbai called Login Mumbai. For many communities, the combination of broadband connectivity, 

access to online services and the opportunity to crowd source information on their city is a powerful 

tool of empowerment and dialogue. The webGIS database contains 5 ways in which data can be 

viewed: Maps, Query, Statistics, Data Overlay and Tools. Maps contains around 130 maps under 10 

thematics covering Demography, Land use and Development Plan, Housing, Transportation, Physical 

Infrastructure, Social Amenities, Environment, Livelihood and Governance. Query allows the user to 

view pre-defined questions that compare two or more datasets to analyse conditions. Statistics 

displays selected ward-wise data as graphs and tables. Data Overlay related to point data such as 

schools, police stations, ward offices etc. that can be overlaid onto Maps to derive various co-relations. 

Tools allows a user to play with the data using the length, radius and polygon measure so that for 

instance, one can measure the distance from a railway station to any amenity or approximate walking 

distances to amenities from a location.  

 

Login Mumbai is an attempt by UDRI to open public information on the city, through maps, to NGOs, 

academic institutions, researchers and students who would otherwise not have access to this 

information.  
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MUMBAI DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2014-2034  

 

For the last four years, the Development Plan (D.P.) of Mumbai has been under revision for the planning 

period 2014-2034 by the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai (MCGM) under the Maharashtra 

Region and Town Planning Act, 1966 which specifies that every municipal corporation must prepare a 

D.P. to be implemented over 20 years. The D.P. defines land reservations – land set aside for specific 

public purposes namely, amenities, transportation networks and services – through a map of the entire 

city and proposes development control regulations.  

 

Within this context, the UDRI filed a Right to Information Applications (RTI) to open up the Existing Land 

Use data to the public by the MCGM; a vital first for the city. Following this, UDRI initiated a public 

participatory process, working with a network of 250 NGOs and civil society groups in Mumbai. The 

Existing Land Use was studied by UDRI and over 1200 critical discrepancies were pointed out to the 

MCGM. Public participation was widened in this study to one of partnership in providing feedback to the 

Municipal Corporation. Planning principles and targets were derived through stakeholder workshops 

around 12 civic themes: Education, Health, Housing, Water and Sanitation, Transportation, Energy, 

Open Spaces, Environment, Urban Form, Livelihoods, Governance and Digital Inclusion. Workshop 

findings were communicated to the Development Plan department to be used as the base for the plan. 

In addition, UDRI also produced training manuals for local municipal councillors in English and Hindi for 

land use verification. 

 

In February 2015, the Proposed Land Use of the D.P. was released and found to contain only a few 

suggestions made by stakeholder groups. UDRI created an online campaign for creating awareness and 

seeking a better resolution on the proposed Development Plan 2034, through the website: 

www.dumpthisdp.org. This campaign along with several other movements in the city resulted in a 

revision of the Development Plan through the setting up of a new committee lead by Ramanath Jha. 

 

 

  

http://www.dumpthisdp.org/
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Notification of Release of the Development Plan for Mumbai 2034. 

UDRI conducted the following large Public Meetings for building capacities in the Greater Mumbai 

regarding the proposed Development Plan. UDRI also provided support to various smaller citizens 

groups for Understanding of the Development Plan 2034.  

Date Meetings  Attended by  Organized by  

5 March 2015 NCP Omkar, Apurwa  

11 March 2015 NCP  Omkar, Apurwa  

18 March 2015 PEATA Omkar PEATA 

22 March, 2015 Agni  Pankaj  AGNI 

23 March, 2015 D & H/W Ward  - Andheri, PRAJA  PRAJA 

25 March, 2015 DP through Gender lenses  Keya, Anuja Akshara 

27 March 2015 Representative from Kamatipura Apurwa, Pooja  

30 March, 2015 

Sanjay Nirupam  Omkar  

R Ward Pankaj PRAJA 

Bank Worker Union Pankaj  

31 March, 2015 Bomi Mistry, Balkrishnan Omkar  

6 April, 2015 
N/W Ward   PRAJA 

IAS officers, V.K. Phatak Omkar, Pankaj  

7 April, 2015 NSF  Omkar, Pankaj  

8 April, 2015 
Malad Pankaj PRAJA 

Mumbai Catholic Samaj at Victoria church Omkar and Pankaj  
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14 April 2015 PIL Support to Navakal Omkar  

20 April 2015 ATE, Andheri Omkar, Apurwa ATE 

21 April 2015 Bandra and Mankhurd Pankaj   

DP 2034 On Hold
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Post scrapping of the Draft Development Plan for Mumbai 2034: 

 UDRI is currently working closely with the authorities and other stakeholders to rectify both the 

obvious errors and the fundamental flaws of the Development Plan. 

 

 Following Help is offered to the MCGM DP Department 

o Key Strategies and Recommendations for Creation of Housing  

o Chart showing: Revised Built up area demand 

o Chart showing: Existing situation and proposed Scenario for calculation of Mean FSI 

o Tables Showing: Open Space Area Calculations  

o Note on: Amenities and Designations 

o Directives from the State Government on Inclusionary housing  

o Points for Consideration from the Fact Finding Committee on Mumbai Floods of 2005 

o Note no: Digital Inclusion and Broadband Infrastructure 

o Planning Schools/ Institutions locations to be considered 
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DESIGNATION SURVEY 2034: 

 

 It was through the efforts of the UDRI that the MCGM made public the ‘Designation Survey 2034’ 

which is the survey of all the municipal reservations in the Draft Development Plan 2034. 

o UDRI evaluated and conducted a thorough analysis of the Designation Survey 2034 published by 

the MCGM for the DP 2034. The Last Date for Suggestions /Objections is the 30th of November 

2015. 

o UDRI also build capacities and create awareness within Greater Mumbai to object constructively 

to this designation survey to make the governance systems effective transparent and 

accountable. 

o UDRI made public the available findings of the evaluation of the Designation Survey 2034 

through the various media streams to reach out to masses.  

 

 UDRI Found the following in the Designation Survey 

o 626 Wrong Designation (Proposed Designation does NOT match the Actual Use on site) 

o 67 Accommodation Reservations (Proposed Designations that do not show other uses on land 

parcel) 

o 699 Unclear Designation (Proposed Designations that have been marked as ‘To be included in 

the Surrounding Zone’.) 

o 65 Marked as Parking Lot (Proposed Designations that have been marked as Parking Lots 

Probably 33(24) reservation as per 1991 DP) 

o 15 School PG’s designated as School & Vice-Versa (School PG marked as School or Vice-Versa) 
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ROAD SURVEY 2034: 

 

 It was through the efforts of the UDRI that the MCGM made public the ‘Road Survey 2034’ which is 

the survey of all the road reservations in the Draft Development Plan 2034. 

o UDRI evaluated and conducted a thorough analysis of the Road Survey 2034 published by the 

MCGM for the DP 2034. The Last Date for Suggestions /Objections is the 31st of January 2016. 

o UDRI also build capacities and create awareness within Greater Mumbai to object constructively 

to this road survey to make the governance systems effective transparent and accountable. 

o UDRI made public the available findings of the evaluation of the Road Survey 2034 through the 

various media streams to reach out to masses.   
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN TIMELINE- 
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ACHIEVEMENTS: 

 

1. UDRI created a network of more than 250 NGOs and institutions to voice the concerns of the 

Development Plan 

2. UDRI launched an online GIS portal for the entire Mumbai, www.loginmumbai.org with over 130 

maps across 10 thematic sectors. The platform helps to spatially understand the planning needs and 

exigencies of every part of Mumbai better and helps citizens, elected representatives make more 

informed demands to the local authorities for public services etc.  

3. UDRI Established 12 planning verticals for the Development Plan which include, Health, Education, 

Informal Settlements, Water Supply and Sanitation, Housing, Transportation, Digital Inclusion, 

Energy, Environment and Open Spaces. Etc.  

4. Mainly as a result of UDRI’s concerted and unrelenting campaign of disseminating the knowledge 

and understanding of the complicated details of the D.P documents to stakeholders in the city and 

of the many errors in it, both obvious and fundamental, the faulty Plan was put on hold by the State 

Government and asked to be reworked by the MCGM vide GR No. 2015/9747/56/UD-11. 

5. UDRI gave the MCGM a set of comprehensive recommendations for the Revision of the Scrapped 

Development Plan. 

6. UDRI worked closely with the newly appointed officer on Special Duty for the Revision of the draft 

Development Plan 2034 and incorporated a unique feature of creating Affordable and Inclusive 

housing in Mumbai. 

7. UDRI proposed the inclusion of vendor zones for informal employment in Mumbai 

8. UDRI’s vigilance lead to the MCGM publishing the road and designation Surveys in public domain.  

9. It was through the UDRI’s interventions that MCGM has now reverted to showing all the 

reservations on the Open Spaces.  

10. The Development Plans were not available for people to inspect and comment on. UDRI printed 

entire set of the development plan and made it publically available for the People to inspect and 

comment at great expense to itself. 

11. The UDRI gave support to the OSD for the revision of the development plan and submitted all the 

recommendations of the 12 verticals created by the UDRI on various issues.  

12. UDRI’s recommendation to include inclusionary housing in the Development Plan itself has been 

recognized and is now an integral part of the Development Plan 2034. 
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 RESEARCH AND RESEARCH CENTRE 
 

Although base information and resources are available with the state and private (commercial) groups, 

citizen groups and non-profit organizations face an uphill task in trying to access this information 

because of procedural red tape. The UDRI Resource Centre strengthens the public discussion on our 

city’s future by housing a principal archive on Mumbai. Its efforts have been aimed at providing this 

alternate space which provides easy access to base information in order to enable participatory urban 

governance to be realized on the ground. 

 

CMS WEBSITE 
 

UDRI's Research and Resource Centre has created a digital Press Clipping Collection related to 

developmental issues including Urban Planning, Urban Policy, Governance and Legislation, Heritage 

Conservation and related issues in Mumbai and the MMR. It is a searchable & scalable reference 

database available online 24/7 (and offline at UDRI) free of cost to the user. This CMS also has geo 

referenced images so that the data can be imported into a Graphical Information System user interface. 

The CMS is designed to allow external users to search through UDRI's collection and view newspaper 

articles metadata (by title, publication, author; and tags). They can then visit the UDRI resource centre 

to view the actual newspaper articles. 
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LEARNINGS AND WAY FORWARD 
 

Publications: 
UDRI will target to complete the Mumbai Reader 17 in 2017 so as to keep with the yearly publications 

targets. Work for the same has already begun and the task of collection of articles for publication has 

now been completed.  

It is proving to be difficult to adhere to timelines of managing one publication per year as these 

publication issues also rely heavily on external factors. Hence it is sought to revise this schedule to one 

publication in one and half year cycle. 

 

Public Forum: 
UDRI will keep hosting public meetings on the Development Plan and other related projects to create 

awareness about planning, design and architecture in Mumbai. 

 

Commitment to the MumbaiDP24SEVEN: 
The Revised Draft Development Plan may not be able to hold the attention of all people in Mumbai as 

the earlier draft did in 2015, hence the number of Suggestions and Objections from the public may not 

turn be as many as that of the EDDP. UDRI will hold Public Meetings to inform people about the 

Development Plan when it is published.  

The UDRI has managed to get many of the proposals introduced in the Revised Draft Development Plan 

2034. UDRI will continue to strengthen its partnership with stakeholders and other organisation in the 

city to constructively help the local Government with the proposals for the Development Plan 2034. 

UDRI also commits itself to support such legal actions as may be deemed fit in order to not let a bad 

development plan prevail if published by the MCGM.  

UDRI will keep working at local levels and other Urban Design projects so as to continue informing the 

larger Development Plan Project at the UDRI. This not only builds capacities in Mumbai but also within 

the UDRI.  

 

Resource Centre: 
UDRI will launch the Mumbai News Library shortly and keep adding articles in the database under the 

CMS project for the Resource Centre. 

RRC will continue to be the keeper of all information related to the Development Plan and will play host 

to people who need information on the Development plan in Mumbai. All information received from RTI 

applications will become a part of the RRC.  
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Annexure-1: UDRI ADVOCACY AND LETTERS (SAMPLE) 
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Annexure-2: DEVELOPMENT PLAN LETTERS (SAMPLE) 
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Annexure-3: ARTICLES AND NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS (Outcome) 
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